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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich
that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are moftivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or
youth development agency!

Home of the Brave

Home of the Brave tells the story of a very brave
and optimistic eleven-year-old named Kek, who
uses poetry fo narrate his experience fleeing
war-torn Sudan and settling info a very new and
previously unimaginable life in the United States.
We chose this novel for its thoughtful attention
to some powerful social and emotional themes:
culture,immigration, loss, perseverance, family, and
resilience. Students will find themselves relating to
and being inspired by Kek's journey; this curriculum
will help students build connections between Kek's
experiences and their own.

Reading with Relevance Curiculum: Home of the Brave © 2016 Moving Forward Insfifufe

jThis teacher’s guide includesﬁ

A facilifator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the
curriculum.

A map of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

Eleven individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompts,
extension activities, and all
handouts.

Two assessments fo monitor student
progress throughout the program.

Regular checkpoints fo help
teachers assess their students’
progress on ELA sfandards.

A culminating essay-writing unit.

An appendix with addifional
teaching resources and acfivities fo

continue exploring this novel.
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optimist-(pg. 27):n.
someone who sees the
positive side of every
situation
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Today's theme is memory. Kek spends much of foday's
reading recounting memories of his father, brother,
and mother. We learn more about Kek's home and
herders (pg. 29): n., culture in this session, as well as what his family was
people who take care of like. You can talk to students abouf how memories
! flocks of animals can sometimes be painful, even if the memory is a
: happy one. Have students brainstorm ways fo comfort
themselves when painful memeories arise. What advice
might they have for Keke

dune [pg. 34): n., ahil of
1 sand

F '

Kek arrives in Minnesota with Dave, a man who helps refugees. Kek experiences snow for the
first time and starts to adjust fo a new language and culfure. He reunites with his aunt and
cousin, Ganwar, but feels sad because they are not his "truest” family, which is made up of his
mother, father, and brother. We learn that his father and brother are dead, and his mother is
missing. Kek hopes his mother will be with him soon.
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Iom 2: pages 23-60

magic water pot (pg. 33): kek's
» description of a toilet

® What are some dlfferences beTWeen Kek s the in Afncd cmd his new
home in I\/hrmeso;l’c::8

¥

-

® What dowe Ieam__obouf Kek’s fathere

<o e

® What do you think is the mecmmg of The song Kek s father singse
® What does Kek tell us about Lual, his brother?

® When Kek talks about the life he's left, how do you think the memories
make him feele

® What do Kek and Ganwar disagree about?
® What does Kek tell us about his mothere
® How do people respond when Kek talks about his mother?

® What is the “sleep story” Kek experiences?

77027
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*» Ganwar and Kek have a conyersation about hope. Kek
HOPE chooses fo believe that his mother is still alive, bufGanwar
believes that this kind of hope can hurt.
What do you think about hope? Do you agree with
Ganwar or with Kek?
» How does Kek's hope that his motheris alive help
him cope with the losses he has experienceds
» How might this hope hurt‘hime
» Ganwar has let go.of hopeful expectations. How
does this serve hime
» Write about a fime when you hoped for something.

* Both Kek and Ganwar have experienced so much loss.
Ganwar lost his best friend, his father, cousin, and even
the use of his hand.

How do you think Kek and Ganwaerr
each feel about the losses they've
experienced in their lives?
» How do you think their memories about the things
they've lost make them feel?
» What would you suggest Kek do to cope with his
feelings of grief and sadness?
» Can you relate to Kek and Ganwaré Write about a
loss you have experienced in your own life.

Kek spends a lot of time remembérfhg hjs"fdmify and his time Madterials:
at home. Even though some of these‘memories are painful; “» Memories Handout
the act of remembering can behealing. Help students see

the good in their lives by having them create lists of their

favorite memories.
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Kek spends a lot of fime remembering his family and his time at home, and these
memories help sustain him amid all of the new experiences he encounters. How do
memories impact your life? What memories are most important to youe Complete the
chart above Iis’r[gg your favorite memocories.
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Additionad Activitios

f Contents 1

Hamburger Essay Template

Final Essay Outline .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiinninnn.
Six Traits Writing Rubric............c.ooiiiiil,
Cireles 6F MYSEIF ... oomsoim: sons smsosmones seassmsmens v
Lelterina Yeadr ...,
Taking Summarizing Notes........cccveieieninnie.
Circlesof Myself ...........ccoeiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns

LeHerin A Year ...c.ovveiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeenerennenns

Expository Aricle:

Linking to History: The Lost Boys of Sudan
Comprehension Questions ..........................
Vocabulary Comprehension Activity
AnswerkKey ...
Student Evaluation............ccooiiiiiiiiiinniil,
Teacher Reflection.........ccccoeiiniiniiiinnnnnie.

ADBOUT US..eoieniiiiiiiiiiiiiieicteneereseeecnssnnnesnes
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 >

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that sfudents can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, sccial, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilifated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenfation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact us today to learn more about | By Emadil:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked Home of the Brave . ..

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out
Walk Two Moons, Inside Out & Back Again, or Bud, Notf Buddy. Please visit our welbsite
today to browse our full selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based curricula!l
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