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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich novel
that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity fo connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or

youth development agency!

Ingide Out & Bach Again

Inside Out & Back Again is the story of Ha, a ten-year old
girl who leaves warn-torn Vietnam and immigrates to
the United States. We chose this novel for its thoughtful
exploration of some important social and emotional
themes: culture, war, bravery, friendship, bullying, loss,
and resilience. Students will find themselves relating to
andbeinginspired by Ha's experiences;
this curriculum will help students build
connections between Ha's story and
their own.
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fThis teacher’s guide includes:ﬁ

A facilifator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the
curriculum.

A map of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

Twelve individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompts,
extension activities, and all
handouts.

Two assessments fo monitor student
progress throughout the program.

Regular checkpoints fo help
teachers assess their sfudents’
progress on ELA sfandards.

A culminating essay-writing unit.

An appendix with addifional
teaching resources and acfivities fo

continue exploring this novel.
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\”( Today’s main themes are identity and bullying. For the
Mﬁﬁrsf time in her life, Ha issurrounded afschool by people

who look completely different from her and speak a
different language. She nofices in the cafeteria that
the white kids all sit together and the black kids all sit
together, and there doesn't seem fo be room in the
cafeteria for her. This begins Ha's journey of frying fo
figure cutwhere shefitsin her new American home. Ask
your students toreflect on how it mightfeel to be leff out
or not belong somewhere. If any of your studenfs are
immigrants, this might be a good chance fo give them
the opportunity to talk about their experiences. We're
also introduced fo Pink Boy, Ha's bully, in this section.
Ha wants to respond to Pink Boy's feasing by learning
how fo fight. You can explore with your sfudents some
of the different ways Ha might handle the situation.

Ha and her family go with the cowboy fo Alabama. At first, they live in his house with his wife,
who doesn’'t seem to be happy about faking in refugees. Ha starts to learn English and figures
out that it's a very difficulf language. She's also starting fo try new American customs and
foods, like fried chicken. Soon the cowboy finds Ha's family a house where they can stay. Ha
struggles to adjust fo her new surroundings buf says she's frying.
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® Ha saysin the bajéginning of the sec’rion“{ho’r everyone must Ieci'“\/e the
house during the day. What is everyone in the family doinge |
® How do you think Ha felt

when she first et Miss Scotte
® How does Ha respond to Pink Boy's teasinge What does she want to dog

® What are some ways you think Ha can handle being bullied? What would
you do in her situation?
® \What does Brother Vu agree to do to help Ha?

® Why does Ha feel dumb in Miss Scott's class? How do you think you would
feelin that situation?
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* Hais the only one who looks lifke her afschoof dnd she
é \

IDENTITY feels out of place. /| r.:: \
e Have you ever felt like you c;ildri t fit in? ;i \
» Was there some’rhlng different about you ’rh@’r
caused you to not T"f in? “\ / \

» What are some Woys you cs&n suppm"r o’rher |<|ds
who may feel like they don tfit in? ‘

[ |
f

~ —— * Pink Boy teases Ha and m@kes her days af school very
( BULLYING ) difficult: y
o : Have you ever been bullled or teased?
» How did you f;@el while you were being teased?
» What did you/do about it
» What advice would you lee Ha to help her dedal
with bullying?

In the book, "."';o talks Gbouemg chood «»f’qullsz

students that school should be a place where péople feel SW/ » Safe Community

not where they’ re afraid tobie picked on or sed! Hclves dents /" Campaign Handout
work in groups or individually: ’ro Gnswer’r 1&’questions omthe “Safe ;

Community CCI pcugn” handout. Nex’r tis the JOb of each teapr /> Blank pieces O_f popsl
individualie design a poster (on a separate piece of paps that > Colored pencils,
advertiges the importance of q.sdfe school commumity. his poster crayons, or markers
should encourage students to treat eaetrother with kindness and

respec¢t and to build a positive school ¢ulture.

Reading with Relevance Curiculum: Inside Out & Back Agoin © 2014 Moving Forward Insfifute



=]

SSIOR 72 pages 136-167

Se

A= ARERCS , , ‘ —,
MINTY 775 (7]

o

How would you describe a “Safe School Community?” What does this look |
and feel like?

N
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Why is it important to feel safe when you are at school?

-

v,

school environment? What can teachers and|
administrators do? '

« A message 10 encourage Saofe

ifi i-Bullying
/ Commum’nes/Anh Bullyir ’
| « Images 10 caofch the viewers

attention
| . positive Language
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In the book, Ha talks about being teased at school. School should be a place where
people feel safe and not where they're afraid to be picked on or abused! First,
respond to the questions above about safe school communities. Next, using a blank
piece of paper, design a poster for the “Safe Community Campaign." The goal of
the campaign is to create images and messages that contribute to a positive school
culture.
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[GettoKnow MFl |

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact us today to learn more abouf | ByEmadil:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked Inside Out & Back Again . ..

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out
Riding Freedom, Any Small Goodness, or One Crazy Summer. Please visit our welbsite
today to browse our full selection of socially and emaotionally rich novel-based curricula!l
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