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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich novel
that builds students’ literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featured in our selected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tuforing and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available fo
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or

youth development agency!

Keena Ford and the
FieCd Tip Mix-Up

Keena Ford and the Field Trip Mix-Up is the story

of a young African-American girl, Keena Ford,

and the predicaments she gets info during her

school’sfield frip to the Capitol. We chose this

novel for its thoughtful explorafion of some

important social and emotional themes: bravery,

friendship, bullying, empathy, and compassion.

Students will find themselves relafing to and being

inspired by Keena's adventures; this curriculum will

help students build connections befween Keena's
story and their own.

Reading with Relevance Curriculum: Keena Ford and the Field Trip Mix-Up © 2016 Moving Forward Institute

% ﬁ fThis teacher’s guide includesﬂ

A facilitator’'s guide with fips and
resources for implementing the
curriculum.

A map of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

Seven individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompts,
extension activifies, and all
handouts.

An assessment fo monitor student
progress.

Regular checkpoinfts to help
teachers assess their students’
progress on ELA standards.

A culminafing essay-building unit.

An appendix with additional
teaching resources and activifies fo

continue exploring this novel.
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Today’s theme is leadership. Keena is running for
student council. When she asks her classmates to vote
for her, they have fo consider whether she would be a
good leader. You can ask students fo consider what
makes someone a good leader. Ask them fo think
about the qualities they have that could make them
strong leaders, like Keena.

Keena Ford and the Field Trip Mix Up is Melissa Thomson's second book and is based on her
experiences as d second grade teacher. If sfudents have read the first Keena book, Keena
Ford and the Second-Grade Mix Up, ask them what they remember about Keena. What are
her strengths? What did they like about the last book? You can also ask if any of your students
have ever gone on a field trip or have ever visited their elected representative. You may also
take the time to infroduce information about their Congressional Representative.
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girly-looking (pg 3): Brian says that

Keena's journal is "girly-looking” because it has

pictures of clouds, rainbows, and angels. You

can remind your students that girls and boys can

o like the same things or different things, but that girls

— don't always like "girly” things and boys don't always like
> “boyish” things.
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® Why is Keena er’rmg in a new journal? t

® Why does Keena deude’rorun for Student Councile
® What is Keena's slogan on her posters?

® Do you think this is a good slogan? Why¢

® \Why is Shay mad when she hears Tiffany's speech?

® \Why do you think that Tiffany would copy Shay's speech?

® Make a prediction. Who do you think will win the class election?

77021
Reading with Relevance Curiculum: Keena Ford and the Fleld Trip Mix-Up  © 20146 Moving Forward Institute k



31y 12 pages 1-17 ’”**m,%

v —— b
LA\

_— e —— * Linny gives Keena a fhumbs—ub s:gn fo help eqc@uroge
‘i..E._NCOURAGEMENT? her during her speech. f (? \ k*x
T—— - What are some ways you c@n encourqge oihers When
they feel nervous? ;- ¢
» What things can you tell éa’rhers to help ’rhem ?eel
confident? _ \
» What do you like to shec:r V\s?wen you need some
extra courage? ,' 4 > |
LEADERSHIP . * Keenais running for ay Student council position and Wc:m‘s \
- fo be a leader in her ::Ioss
What do you think qrfe qualities of a good leader? \
» Do you know&omeone who you see as aleader? .,
» What makes fhem a Iec::dar9

» What are scme of your besﬂeodershlp qualities? '

¢ Students should demonstrate a growing command of the standard written

conventions of English.

» Use capital letters appropriately: fo start sentences, when referencing
the book fitle, and when using proper nouns {like the names of
characters or places). Remember to end every sentence with a period
as well.

» Forexample, “I can always ask my mom or Mrs. Anderson for help.”

Keena is running f€ ouncil. Have, ne Materials:
that they are runnihg ydent counci represen their For Me! Handout
class. Ask them fo fhmk abo it theirbe Hes,why should
people vote forthem, and what sfreng s
a good d gofe for the class. Ho ve them fill in fhe hc:ouiL
and theh design their campe gn poster. SV
to think (hard about a campaign slogan {fhcnL maybe even
includes a rhymel).
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My Best Qualities:
1)

2)

3)

My Strengths:
1)

2)

3)

Keenaisrunningforstudent council. Imagine you are running forstudent councilto represent
yvour class. What are your best qualitiesg Why should people vote for youg What are the
strengths that would make vou a good delegate for your classe Write these down in the

boxes, then design your campaign poster. Think hard to come up with a great campaign
slogan (that maybe even includes a rhymel).

Reading with Relevance Curiculum: Keena Ford and the Fleld Trip Mix-Up  © 20146 Moving Forward Institute




Additionad Activitios

jConienis 1
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LinKirit) QUUBEES v s wiws s ooms 48
Venn Diagram ........cooeviiviiiiiiiiiiiininniceenes 49
SYMbOIS....c.oveii 50
Real Life Connector..........cccvveeeeennnnen. 51
Connections: FeelingS..cccvveveviiiiiiiinnniiinannns 52
Despite Our Differences! .........ccooveeveviiininii. 53
Synonym Finder.........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiininiiiinnanne. 54
AnswerKey ....oovriiiiiiiiiiiic e 55
Student EvAlUaHOn ... .. comsemmasis sovasinssnanns susas 56
Teacher Reflection.........ccooviiiiiiiiininnianne. 58
AbOoUt Us....eiii e, 59
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Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact us today to learn more abouf | ByEmadil:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked Keena Ford and the Second-Grade Mix-Up

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out
Donavan's Word Jar, or Keena Ford and the Secret Journal Mix-Up. Please visit our
website foday 1o browse our full selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based
curriculal
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