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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich novel
that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or
youth development agency!

ﬁ full teacher’s guide includes:ﬁ

« A facilitator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the
curriculum.

s Amap of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

Onie Crazy Summer iy

One Crazy Summer tells the story of three sisters
who spend the summer of 1968 in Oakland with
their estranged mother. As they get to know her,
they explore a new city bubbling with diversity,
activism, andsocialchange. We chose thisnowvel for
its powerful attention to rich social and emotional
themes: race, ethnic pride, activism, family, and
community. Students will findthemselvesrelating o,
and being inspired by, the sisters’ time in Oakland.
This curriculum will help students build connections
between the sisters’

experiences and

their own.
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questions, journal prompfs,
exfension activities, and all
handouts.

Two assessments fo monitor sfudent
progress throughout the program.

Regular checkpoints fo help
feachers assess their students’
progress on ELA sfandards.

A culminating essay-writing unit.

An appendix with additional
feaching resources and acfivities fo

continue exploring this novel
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indulgence (pg
$89): n., something that is “'»,,,(l
pleasurable, a treat "

beg rﬁdglng ly b 79;2:1»)‘;«-"’”“

adyv., done with resentment

wilt (pg 96): v., fade away, Non-violence is a strong theme in foday's reading.
Sister Mukumbu tells Delphine and the eldest Ankfon
. sister that they have greater causes to fight for than
| defiant (pg 97): adi., to fight with one another. Sister Mukumbu helps the
’| disobedient, rebellious girls resolve their conflict, and they begin to discover
J ) " some of their commonalities as big sisters. Talk fo your
!g;ad( log:28): rr.: ability, students about how they handle their feelings and
choices when they are upset about something. Can
they resolve conflicts in non-viclent, peaceful waysé
Why is this imporfantg

o become smaller

At the center, the sisters receive a lesson on social revolutionaries like Huey Newton and Che
Guevara. Delphine recognizes a boy, Hirohito, as the boy who almost ran them over when
they were walking fo Ming’s. Vonetta declares that she and her sisters are notin Oakland to
learn about confributing fo a revolution, but to meet their mother, which incites an uproar of
laughter from everyone in class except Hirohito. Af sundown, the girls return to Cecile’s and
eat more Chinese food on the floor; they bombard Cecile with questions about the name
Sister Inzilla. Delphine remembers the time she discovered her name wasn't a unique creation
like Vonetta's, but was in reference to a dolphin.
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ion 7: pages 86-101

militants (pg 87): v:':‘réferrlf;i“c;; to soﬁﬁé@ne who is vigorously active, combative, and

/' aggressive, espeCIGIIy in suppor’r of a, Cause

beret (pg 88): a s’ryle of ho’r orl
artists,i in the 1960s

g’mo’rmg in France that became pepular among

disc jockey (g 89):.a “DJ ¥someone who plays songs on the radio or at a
"'-«:concer’r /

Chatty Cathy pg 93 reference to a doll of the time period that talked a lot
chop suey (pg92):a Chinese, f66d dish™

dug (pg 99): aslang term for; hklng some’rhlng

® What do you ’rhmk Delphme was waiting o see happen between the
white delivery mon cmd the Black Panthers at the center?

® How are Delphine's feelings c1bbU’r'"’r‘h“é""ce'ﬁf'é'r'beginning ’r;chongeB

® What do the messages on the posters in Sister Mukumbu's classroom saye
® Why does Vonetta side with the Ankton sisters instead of with her ownge

® What did Vonetta break that Fern never told on her fore

® Why do you think Vonetta colored Fern's baby dolle What do you think
about thise

® What did Delphine think of the stories in the newspaper?

® Why did Sister Mukumbu let Delphine buy a newspaper even though she
didn't have enough moneye

-
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— e — * Delphine and the eldest Ankton,’srsfer both fr)? foasfcmd up
(_NON-VIOLENCE ) for their younger sisters, but Srsf@r Mukumbu sfops it from
T—— - going any farther than Woréls H |\
What are some ways that ybu ctm resolve conﬂlcis W|ih
others without fighting? | \ f 'i
» Do youthink it is ecgler to f‘@h’r orto. ’folk obou’r your
problems when you‘ have cﬂ dlscgreemen’r Wl’rh
someone else? Why do you thinkso8 1
» What do you ’rhmk@efs accomplished WITh w
fighting? g’ N
» Ifyou have evér been in a physical fight, how
did you feel cf’rerwcrds? What would you have
changed? |

COPlNG TN * Delphine says, "We CJH have our —%q la song. The thing
i we do when the WO‘EI’CT isn fsrpgmg avery nice fune foUs.

We sing our own nice tune fo ‘drowr o&isfheW
ugly.”

What helps you drown out the unpleasant things in life?
» What do you do to cope with difficult moments or
experiences?
» How do these things make you feel better?
» What suggestions might you have for somecne
else going through a difficult time¥?

Have students imalgine the cof cated by the Black Mdterials:

Panther Pagity “and fill out the “Comu nh‘y Characteristics* “» Community
workshegf fo brainstorm what i ey hc:ve _:_,_, Hus far. Characteristics
Encoure students to cite exomples frorT the reading and Handout

to think about what makes this commu ity unique.
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the People’s Center?

What are the characteristics oD

Session 7: pages §6-101

PEOPLE CHARACTERISTICS
What are the characteristics of the people at the Center? )

e
IR,

A

Thinking about what vou have read so far about the Black Panther Party's People's
Center, answer the questions above using as many examples from the story as possible.
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Additionad Activitios

fConienis 1
Hamburger Essay Template ......................... 80 ]
Final Essay Outline .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiinninnn. 81
Six Traits Writing Rubric............c.ooiiiiil, 82
Cireles 6F MYSEIF ... oomsoim: sons smsosmones seassmsmens v 83
Letterina Year ... 84
Real Life Connector ..........ccccovviviiiiiiiinnnnnnnn. 85

Expository Adicle:

Linking fto History: The Black Panthers ........... 86
Expository Aricle:

Linking to History: 1968 ..eviiiiiveiiiiiiiiiieneennn, 88
Vocabulary Comprehension Activity ........... 90
ANSWET KOV 4svumuves snsesmmmuns sows sorsemysnes sumermmswmsns 91
Student Evaluation............cooooiiiiiiiinn, 92
Teacher Reflection.........cccccevviniiiiiiiinnnnnnnn. 94
AbOoUt Us....ceeiiiiicr e 95
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 >

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact us today to learn more abouf | ByEmadil:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked One Crazy Summer. ..

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out
Walk Two Moons, Holes, or Bud, Not Buddy. Please visit our welbsite today to browse our
full selection of socidlly and emotionally rich novel-based curricula!l
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