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that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this common core standards-bbased curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or

youth development agency!

Street Life |

Street Life: Poverty, Gangs, and a Ph.D. traces
the true-life coming-of-age story of Dr. Victor
&= Rios, a college professor who
! grew up amid poverty and
violence in Oakland, CA; he
demonstrates his perseverance
and resilience by surmounting
the incredible obstacles
he faces to earn his college
degrees. We chose this memoir
for its insightful attention to some
powerful social and emotional
themes: poverty, social inequality, violence,
perseverance, andresilience. Students will find
themselves relating to and being inspired by
Victor's story; this curriculum will help students
build connections between Victor's moving
life story and
their own.
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his teacher’s guide includes:

A facilifator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the
curriculum.

A map of common core standards
addressed through this program.

Eight individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompts,
extension activities, and all
handouts.

Two assessments fo monitor sfudent
progress throughout the program.

Regular checkpoints fo heip
teachers assess their sfudents’
progress on ELA sfandards.

A culminating essay-writing unit
along with instructions for final
student portfolios.

An appendix with addifional
teaching resources and acftivities fo
continue exploring this novel.
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appease (pg 39): v., To
so’rlsfy -~

paradox (pg 41):n., a
prpblem where all answers

are WfQQQ " Today's theme is being a man. A lot of the dangerous
noto"ous B O-dj cmd. v.rofenf gcf:v:fres that Victor experiences and
participates in happen because he or someone
widely and unfavorably : ; . % . i
KROWN else is trying to prove his "manliness” or macho-ness.
Have students think about the way that manliness is
esteemed (log 46): ad;., perceived in Victor's life: violence, foughness, lack of
respected and cared for feeling, risk-taking. How is this definition of "being a
man” destructive for men and their communities?
What are other ways sfudents can define “being a
man” thatis more complete and healthyg

gratification (pg 45):n
J|l pleasure

'| adversities [pg54):n
hardships, challenges

Nofte: Pofenfially sensifive fopics for students in this
section of reading include: puberty, violence, and
gangs. Refer to the Social and Emotional Topics
section of the infroduction for more guidance.

Poor, hungry, and homeless, Raquel decides fo take Victor and his brother, J.T., across the
border to the United States where she thinks life will be better. After a failed atfempt, they
make it across the border [a crossing that is harrowing and temporarily separates them) and
head to Oakland, CA. Bufin Oakland, they live in condemned, rat-infested apartments with
no heat and little to eat. Victor's mother eventually remarries, then divorces, and Victor has
fwo younger siblings. Victor has disliked school ever since a teacher punished him for not
reading the board (when he actfually needed glasses), and he is so desperate fo escape
poverty that he quits school fo get a job.
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10 B2 pages 39-64

“Mi jo” log 40): sh@r’r form| hu@ my son—usually a term of affection

;:--vf-'roly-poly bug pg 89) ormodﬂhdtldae bug; looks like a tiny armadillo (hence
fits Latin name) cmd ccm Tote, m’ro a ’rLr’*iy ball when threatened (hence its common
name) ! \ 7/

“You a Northerner ora’ Southerner?” (pg 42): a reference to two
mcuor rival gangs in Collforhlqﬁ also known as the Nortefios and Surefios

“1 dOﬂ’t bang” (pg 42) areference to a gangbanger, someone who is in a
‘gong >~

® Why does Victor fee::"l‘: like a mang?
® How are the gang memiers influencing Victore
® \What is the paradox that Victor faces?

® \Why does Victor say he contfinues life in the gang even though he knows it
will end badly for hime Have you ever felt like you had no other optionse

® What options do you think Victor might havee

® What does the owner of the store Victor once shot up ask him to do¢ Do you
agree this is a good repaymente What do you think Victor should do?

® \Whatis it that Victor feels he has lost because of gang lifee Do you agreee

En 2-
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1y [2 pages 39-6%

_— ' —— * Victor says "you got fo be a mqn cmd hcmdle your
/ BEING AMAN )  business.” [ | b\
e o What does it meanto Vlcior to be a man? \
» How are these traits of belng a man’ d’es’rr&cﬂve
to Victor and to ’rhoSe around him? \
» Do you agree ’rhese are The iny qus 10 be fe
man”e j A \
» Canamanbe gerﬁ‘le cmd kind¢ Why or Why no’r9
» What do you conyéler |mpor’rcm’r traits for “bem@ a

el
~ FEE.LING: T, Vicfor wonders why Fle has fo join a gang fo feel
‘_ IMPORTANT important. |

What are thingsin ybur life that help you feel important?

» What activities or relo‘hoﬂshfps are you in that help
you feel volue,d? cj - .

» Where are plcces thatt youp@h'%eel
important in school, your family, ™
your community ¢

» If gangs give people a sense of importance and
belonging, what are some other ways to give
people these feelings?

¢ Students should start each journal entry by clearly introducing the topic of their writing, h

and previewing what is to follow.
» Construct a focused thesis sentence.
» Forexample "Today. | am going fo write abouf

Victor says he
business. The man in the book all ‘ feel f ey hove foa
violent, and defructive. What things age your g

\. . man or a
Like A Man box with allthese stereotypes. ind them thdt
these sfereofypesore constructed. {cred rétural
consequences of ‘someone’s sex: neverfheless, fhey can be -
very power fUlideas that we feelwe he dve to conform fo Oneé&
they hay e filled in the box, han ve them consider: if be
limiting 1 or a boy orman fo behave in t Jsrfnchve mannere
Why€ Which emotions are you not allowed to expressé What
are the lconsequences for acting oufside the box?
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How is it limiting for a man to have
to behave in this mannere Why?

~

What are the consequences for
acting outside this box?

What are some of the consequences
of always having fo be the type of
"macho" that defines this man¢

RN " W S

Victor says he needs to "man up" and take care of his business, and the men in the book
all feel they have to act tough, violent, and destructive. A "gender stereotype" is a
generalized claim or assumption made about someone because of his or her sex (male/
female), for example: "boys shouldn't cry" or "girls aren't tough." What things are you
fold (by others or by the media) that a man or a boy should do or should act like to "be
a man"e Fillin the "Act Like A Man" box with all these stereotypes. Remember: these
stereotypes are constructed (created), not natural consequences of someone's sex; )
nevertheless, they can be very powerful ideas that we feel we have to conform fo.

N
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 >

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educafors to meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services
While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact Us
Contact us fodcry to learn more about By Email: info@movingforwardinstitute.org

how the Moving Forward Instifute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked Sfreef Life: Poverty, Gangs, and a Ph.D. . ..
...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out The
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian or We Beat the Sfreet. Please visit our welsite
today to browse our full selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based curriculal
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