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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich
that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are moftivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or

youth development agency!

The Great Cale Mystery?

The Great Cake Mystery tells the story of Precious
Ramotswe, a smartf, young girl in Botswana who
must figure out the answer to a puzzle: who is
the thief stealing students’ sweets at schoolg We
chose this novel for its thoughtful attention to
some powerful social and emotional themes: self-
confidence, honesty, perseverance, bullying, and
kindness. Students will find themselves relating to
and being inspired by Precious’ experiences; this
curriculum will help students build connections
between Precious’s story and their own.
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ﬁhis teacher’s guide includesﬁ

* A facilitator's guide with tips and

resources for implementing the
curriculum.

A map of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

Eight individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompfs,
exfension activities, and all
handouts.

An assessment fo monitor student
progress throughout the program.

Regular checkpoints fo help
feachers assess their students’
progress on ELA sfandards.

A culminating essay-writing unit.

An appendix with additional
feaching resources and activities fo
continue exploring this novel



mu:tterea (bg. 50 JAv.,
said qwﬁﬂ'{f in away Th@i s

refuge (pg. 52): n., @
pld&e of shelter or pro’rec’rlon

guilty people (or cmlmols)

cunning (pg. 57): adj.,
sneaky and smart

wizened [pg. 59): adj.,
.1 wrinkled with age

-‘ hcmd fo understand .

Today’s theme is bullying. Poloko feels bad because
kids think he is the thief; they shout at him, ostracize
v him, and throw dirty looks his way. These are all signs
(of bullying: actions designed fo make Poloko feel

’ﬁbod. Talk with students about builving, which involves

someone who purposely tries fo hurt others by making
them feel uncomfortable or scared. Bullying can
include verbal actions like name-calling or spreading
nasty rumors, or hurting someone else physically,
like kicking, pushing, fripping, hitting, etc. It will be
imporfant fo not minimize the bullying happening
fo Poloko, even though it doesn't involve physical
attacks, as emotional attacks are also part of bullying.
Check with your school fo find out what resources are
available around bullying.

Sepo tells Precious he knows who the thief is: a round boy named Poloko. But Precious isn'f
sure. Other than the fact that Poloko offen has sweets in his pocket and is very round, there
isn't any evidence that he actfually fook sweets. Sepo forces Poloko to show his hands, and
his hands are sticky. Sepo and Tapiwa yell out that Poloko is the thief. The teacher comes

out as Tapiwa blames Poloko.
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on 6: pageg 47-61

“they both gave a start” pg.
52): this expression means that they were
both surprised by the sudden noise

/7 “canopy of leaves” (pg.59): the upper
7/ oner of leaves at the top of the trees

bough (pg. 60): a branch of a tree

“she felt as light as a leaf” (g
60): When Precious dreams, she feels “as light
as d leaf” while swinging between branches.
This phrase is a simile; a simile helps us describe
or understand scmething by comparing it to
something else using the words “like” or "as.” (There
is an gppendix activity that sTUden’rs canuse to
_prochce cre@mng similes ) y

® \Why doesn't the ’recmher behe\fe ’rhoT Poléko |s ’re’r|f?
® What do you ’rhmkr about Sepo and pomW& s behavior ’rowords F’o|o|<o8
® Poloko says he is innoeent, so why do you ’rhmk he f@@ls..»sca"rﬁiéeroble’d
® Why do you think Precious asks to walk home with Poloko?

® How does Precious know the monkeys from their walk are actually the
thieves?

® \Why do you think Precious will have to prove it to the other studentse Why
wouldn't they just believe her?

® What does Precious do in her dream¢ What does Precious realize when
she wakes upe

77041
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1 62 pages 57-61

KINDNESS

(ANIMAL DREAMS)

fo btui :-‘"

what fo

e Precious shows kindness fo Pofok”o when ofhehsfudenfs
suspect him of being a fhref‘ ile others bul fy th
Precious tells Poloko that she believes him, and shé walks
him home while other sfud&'nfs Fook on susp:c:@usfy
Describe atime when you showed kindness ib dnofher

» What hoppened’o‘ How dIC;LYOU shgwn ’rhls pérson
kindness?

» What inspired you ’r@ be klnd to this persona

» How didit feel to qc* in such a kind way e How" do
yvou think you mcde the other person feele ;"3.

* Precious hasa dreorg"‘l that she joins the monkeys in
the trees. Just like fh§e monkeys, she can now swing fly
through the air, from branch to branch! What would it be
like to live like an animale a-;,—.-.?“'a.,..

L

So far, you've read qbou’r gquffes guzelles lions, _—

______

pictures of these animals cmd choose \ Y7 L
two you might like to be.
» What kinds of animals would you choose to be
like?
» Why did yvou choose these animals in parficular?
» Which of these animals’ qualities or traits do you
think would be fun to experience?

\
3

Materials:
» Bullying Handout

do, you are there for them and they are nof alone.

07042
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y ”For edach of the ideas below, write a sentence about why this is a good
1 way to stand up to bullying. '

Not join in.

FAsk the kid who is bullying to stop.

7 Tell an adult. | ]
: Wl

_’Tet them know that no one deserves to be bullied.

N

” Ask others to stand against bullying.

f Ask your school to start a bullying prevention program. )

(My own idea: N

\ -

Poloko feels bad because kids think he is the thief. They shout at him, throw him dirty looks,

and exclude him; these are signs of bullying. A bully is a person who purposely fries to

hurt others by making them feel uncomfortable or scared. Bullying can include actions

like name-calling or spreading nasty rumors, or hurting someone else physically, like

kicking, pushing, tripping, hifting, etc. No one should be bullied. Today you'll explore a

list of actions to stand up 1o bullying. After each suggestion, write why you think this idea _ \
might help. D sl |

?°043
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MOVING FORWARD )
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 =

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that sfudents can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, sccial, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilifated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenfation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Confact us today to learn more about] By Email:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can|| By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked The Great Cake Mystery. . .

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out fo
Donavan’s Word Jar, Keena Ford and the Second Grade Mix Up, and Charlofte's Web.
Please visit our website today to browse our full selection of sccially and emotionally rich
novel-based curriculal

77063
Reading with Relevance Curiculum: The Great Cake Mysfery © 2017 Moning Forward Institute g



	Great Cake Mystery Sample_Page_1
	Great Cake Mystery Sample_Page_2
	Great Cake Mystery Sample_Page_3
	Great Cake Mystery Sample_Page_4
	Great Cake Mystery Sample_Page_5
	Great Cake Mystery Sample_Page_6
	Great Cake Mystery Sample_Page_7
	Great Cake Mystery Sample_Page_8

