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around a content-rich novel
that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this common core standards-based curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or
youth development agency!

This teacher’s guide includes:

« A facilitator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the

The Housge on -~

* A map of common core standards

Mango Street .77 "0 "

Nine individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion

The House on Mango Street is the story of guestions, journal prompts,
Esperanza, a pre-teen Chicana growing up in the extension activities, and all

barrio in Chicago. Inthe book, Esperanza narrates handoufts.

the s’rf)ries of.herself and her nelghlborheed end & fws.assessmenisdo mosiorsivdsnf
experiences joy, loss, change, and growth. We progress throughout the program.

chose this novel for its powerful attention to some
rich social and emotional themes: friendship and
family, coming-of-age, poverty, community, loss,
and perseverance. Students will find themselves
relating to and being inspired by Esperanza; this  * A culminating essay-wrifing unit,
curriculum will help students build connections along with ’.nSfr_UCﬁO”S for final
between Esperanza’s experiences and their own. SIGErLRRrIelos

* Regular checkpoints to help
teachers assess their students’
progress on ELA sfandards.

= 4 ¢ An appendix with additional
E] 0 E a teaching resources and activities to
m Q : ,HIL @, a3 continue exploring this novel
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strﬂtted (pg 40): v,
walked pompously

cd‘mglus (log 36): n., @

looks like rounded masses
heaped on each other

t 33-490

T
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- " Today’s twin themes are finding beauty and
type of cloud form that

experiencing disappointment. On the one hand,
Esperanza experiences a lotf of disappointment in the
book, like when she finally gefs fo sit in the canteen,
but finds that this is a lonely, alienating experience.
But on the other hand, she also finds beauty in many
places, which shows us that she can find the good in
her life and community. Have students think about
these confrasting themes as fwo ways fo look at the
same thing. How are the two approaches both real
and true ways of seeing the world¢ How does each
make them feel¢

In the previous vignettfes, Esperanza and her sister visit a junk sfore and see a beautiful music
box, but the owner says it's not for sale. Her friend Meme has a big dog and lives in a house
with floors that are slanted and lopsided. They have a Tarzan jumping contest, and Meme
breaks both his arms. Their neighbor Louie’s cousin drives up in a big, yellow Cadillac and
gives them all rides, but then they have fo get out quickly because the police arrive. Louie
fakes off, but crashes the car and is taken fo jail. Marin is an older girl who Esperanza thinks is
still probably waiting for someone else to change her life. Alicia is a neighborhood girlwho is

afraid of mice and of her father.

" 15%
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0T B2 pages 33-4

“The Esklmos got thlrty dlfferent names for snow” (pg 35):
/ A common misconceptionthat olleges that Eskimos (Eskimo people includes the
Yupik peoples and Inuit ’rrlbes mdlgenous people located in the circumpeoelar region)
have multiple ways to soy ‘snowvv,’ ’Whlle the Eskimo/Inuit people have about as
. many\words for snow as we hdve in English, the Sami People, a different indigenous
\ CIrcumpoIor group, do hdve hundreds of words for snow.

"‘-:-Cream of Wheat cereal... Iumps (pg 37): a hot breakfast cereal made
from ground forlno wheat that can easily develop lumps (that don't taste good)

Salamander (pg 40): common name forspeC|es of omphlblons that Typlcolly look
like lizards : '

300 Spartans (pg 44). A 1%2 movie deplc’nng the bd’r’rle inwhich ¢ smoll

band of Spartans (Greek Worrmrs from Sparta known for their self- d|s<:|pllne and self-
restraint) held off the much Iorger army from Persia forseven days despite I:Delng vastly
outnumbered. 9 ' / /

F
Ligmy

70

® How does Darius/
you think he is feelmg8

® What do the girls do W|’rh the new shoes they have?

® What kind of attention do they atftract with these shoes¢ How would you

feel getting this type of attention?
® Why does Esperanza want to eat in the canteen at school?
® What happens when she gets her mother to send a note?

® How do you think Esperanza feels when she is eating her food in the
canteen? How would you feel if you were Esperanza?

77031
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Y §: pages 33-45

~— * Esperanza says that buﬁerﬂres ﬂbwers and oﬁaef things
BEAUTY that make life beautiful are #oo few. |\
What are other things that wou lghmk make life bequhful"
» Are they all tangible| (’rodchcble) ’rhmng '
» Are some of them |cjecs dr feelings? E;(plcm‘
» Do you think there Gre enough things ’rhc’r mcake
life beautiful? \
» Why or why not¢

|
f
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o \
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* When Esperanza ﬁnof;l{; gets to stay in the canteen, the
( DISAPPOINTMENT experience is a bad éne, not the good one she had
—— anticipated. | \
Have you ever reqllf wanted something but then, once
you finally had it, it wasn’t as gré’.’ﬂqi as you thought it
would be? What hqippene&?"_}3";""'" AN

» How did you feel? E‘{

» Why did you think ’rhd’r‘ﬂ W@u}ﬁ‘ﬁove

been bettere
» Do you think real life can ever live up to our

expectations?

Students should start each journal entry by cleary introducing the topic of their writing, &

and previewing what is to follow.
» Construct a focused thesis sentence.
» Forexample, "Today, | am going to write about

about a number o "o
beautiful. /\/Iaybe 'S & murcrf on-the URe
flower in the

loved ong’ oughmg even in hord
in the bUbbles a number.o urprrsmg

things with as much defor'f as possfbfe. | Be sure they explain
what makes them so beautiful.
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SEONL J¢ pages 33-96

Write about what makes these things beautiful to you: O

\ .
Esperanza can find the beauty in every day things—much like Darius can find the
profound in the clouds. Think about a number of normal, everyday things that make
life beautiful. Maybe it's a mural on the underpass, or a surprise flower in the crack in
the cement. Maybe it's the sound of a loved one laughing even in hard times. In the
bubbles, write out a number of surprising, beautiful, everyday things. Describe them in as
much detail as possible, and explain what makes them so beautiful fo you.

e
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Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educafors to meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services
While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact Us
Contact us fodcry to learn more about By Email: info@movingforwardinstitute.org

how the Moving Forward Instifute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked The House on Mango Street. . .
...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out The
Hunger Games or The Absolutely True Diary of a Parf-Time Indian. Please visit our welbsite
today to browse our full selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based curriculal
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