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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich novel
that builds students’ literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are moftivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or
youth development agency!

(This teacher’s guide includesq

* A facilifator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the

Walk Two Moong~ o

« A map of Common Core Standards

Walk Two Moonsis the story of thirteen- addressed through this program.

vear-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle
and her emotional journey across » Sixteen individual lesson plans,
country to discover the fate of including vocabulary, discussion
her beloved, missing mother. We quesfpns, fo“‘."”.o." PROMTES,

) . exfension activities, and all
chose this novel for its thoughtful

handouts.
attention to some powerful
social and emotional themes: * Two assessments fo monitor sfudent

progress throughout the program.

loss, family, friendship,
perseverance, and bravery. » Regular checkpoints to help
Students will find themselves teachers assess their students’
relating to and being progress on ELA sfandards.

inspired by Sal's story; « A culminafing essay-writing unit
this curriculum will help o N
students build connections * An appendix with addifional

teaching resources and acfivities fo

between Sal’'s touching life and ) _ _
continue exploring this novel

journey and their own.
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\  Two important themes in foday's reading are change
| heart“y (pg 10): adv., ) and bravery. Sal has had a lot of changes in her life:
et SIﬂCé“FQJY genumely J’ she's left everything familiar and moved to a new tfown

S and new school, andshe has to make new friends. Sal's
} :3::@; Br‘::n?fgz é%?hgglf\?ijr, inew friend Phoebe thinks Sal is brave, but Sal f_hinks she
b is not brave because she’s scared of lofs of things. You
) power might ask studenfs to think about how they face new
\ defiance (leg 14): n., bold situations and changes in their lives and what it means

| resistance to authority | fothem to be brave.

This book was writfen in 1994 by Sharon Creech. In 1995, Walk Two Moons won the Newbery
Medal, which is awarded fo the most “disfinguished confribution to American literature for
children.” This book’s central themes focus on friendship, family, mystery, love, loss, and growing
up. Have students explore the book a little. What do they notice on the coveré Does the cover
give any clues fo what the story might be like¢

A nofe on the use of flashback: The novel uses flashback throughout the sfory. Though students
are probably familiar with the use of flashback in film and television, they may not know
the term. Define flashback as a scene that interrupts the events in a story to fell what has
happened in the past. Offten flashbacks help the reader or viewer understand events in the
present. Then ask students fo think of a movie or a television series that uses the fechnigue of
flashback. Explain that, because flashback is used in the novel, the sefting (time and place)
will occasionally change so that readers can understand the “back story.”
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of 42 pages 1-16

""“B'e"ginning in Th@»"'c%‘hi‘:t-p’[.éﬁ;ond TH‘FQ:QghouT the novel, the characters use a variety
of colorful words and expressions j&;‘;ﬁdescribe their world. For example:

“chickaIS“iddy,”)""‘;fdi.ﬁ‘f-dong country,” “don’t be a
oose,” and “trouble followed them like a filly
railing behind a'mare.”

Explaintostudents Thot,fﬁfey do not need to understand every word or expression
_ fo understand ’rheﬁ_‘__,s,’f'o'r"’y—’rhey should read for overall meaning. This is particularly
“relevant for English leamers, who can get lost with idioms that cannot be
understood by context clues.

® From whose point of view is fhe story TonE’ How do you know?";_
® How are Sal's two sets of grandparents differente How are ’rHég/ similare
® Why is Salin Ohio? How does she feel about thise

® Why does Sal's dad chip away at the wall? What does he finde What
does this mean to Sale

® Why do the kids at Sal's new school think she is braveg What do you think
is brave about Sal?

® How is Sal different from the other kids in her school2

® How would you feel if you were in a new town and a new school like Sale
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pEe 62 pages 1-16 & ”‘*4

‘ T — * Intoday's reading we Ieomed abouf the ongmspf Sal’s
NAMES and her mother's full names/ | |\
. m— What is the story of your ndme"“ |\

» What does your norﬁe mﬁong
» Were you named Gf’rer sdmeoneQ
» Do you have a nlckﬂomea" . )\ \
» Do you like your r1c:1me8 Who’r cbou’r your nome do
you like or dislike? ;' - !s
» If you could choosekyour own name, what Would it
be? Why? ;,,f’/ i‘_ﬂ
BRAVERY s Yy ¢ InChapter3, Solsoyé, “What | have since realized is that if |
- people expect you fo be brave, sometimes you prefend
that you are, even when you ore {rrghfened down to your

- i %

very bones” (pg 13}

have to pretend to be brdve"?'*‘ —
» Can a person become brove
over time, oris courage an inborn trait?
» Talk about a time you were brave in your life.
» Where were you? What was happening?

1

The firstfew chapte sof the a‘f{o areripe withistrong ﬁgurof' Materia

language, expressions, and oy AGELy.— xpressior” is a  » E pressions Chart
creative way to state a feeling or thought. Usmg the chart .~ Handout
provided, h Gve students define eac express:on by referring "

fo the ok and defermining-w of they think-thi phrase

means ih context They can keep an “Expressions Chart” in

their journals and record expressions @s they come across

them. |
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i\(ExqmpIes in Chapters 1-3 What do you think it means? )
' \ Page # )
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Chapters 1 - 3 are full of figurative language, expressions, and imagery. An expression is a
creative way to state a feeling or thought. Using the chart above, define each expression
by referring to the book and writing what you think this phrase means.
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Additionad Activitios

fConienis 1
Hamburger Essay Template .........c.c.ooeneeie. 84 1
Final Essay Outline.........ccoiiiiiiiiininninnne. 85
Six Traits Writing Rubric.........coveviviiiiinnnnni. 86
CharacterChart ...l 87
Message Decoder......cocoovviiieviiiviiiiiiienenennn. 88
Real Life Connector.......c.cccoeiviiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnne. 89
Taking Summarizing Notes........cccccieieninnie. 90
Vann DIGQIrOIN .o soesssmsmns s sossamanns snssssmssssss 91

Expository Aricle:

Broken Treaties and the Black Hilis................ 92
Vocabulary Comprehension Activity ........... 94
AnswerKey ..., 95
Student Evaluation............ccooiiiiiiiiiinniil, 96
Teacher Reflection.........ccccoiiiiiiiiiinnnnns. 98
AbOUt US...cneiniii e 99
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 >

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educafors to meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services
While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact Us
Contact us fodcry to learn more about By Email: info@movingforwardinstitute.org

how the Moving Forward Instifute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked Walk Two Moons.. . .
...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out One
Crazy Summer, Bud, Nof Buddy, or Any Small Goodness. Please visit our welbsite today to
browse our full selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based curriculal
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