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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich
that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students whether in your classroom, after-school program, or
youth development agency!

jThis teacher’s guide includes:ﬁ

e A facilitator's guide with tips and

We Beat the Street -

curriculum.
We Beaf the Streef traces the frue-life story of three
friends—Sam, George, and Rameck—coming of
age in Newark, New Jersey. The book demonstrates

A map of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

* Ten individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompts,

the power of friendship by showing how these
young men surmount the incredible obstacles they
face as a team, supporting one another fo earn
their college and medical degrees. We chose this
novel for its insightful attention to some powerful
social and emotional themes: education, poverty,
social inequality, violence, perseverance, and
hope. Students will find themselves
relafing fo and being inspired

by the three docfors’ story;
i~ this curriculum  will  help
students build connections
b between the young men’s
experiences and their
own.
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extension activities, and all
handoufts.

Two assessments fo monitor student
progress.

Regular checkpoints fo help
teachers assess their sfudents’
progress on ELA sfandards.

A culminating essay-building unit,

An appendix with addifional
teaching resources and acfivities fo

continue exploring this novel.
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with honesty

vigorously (pg. 124):
adv., with great enthusiasm

dynamo (pg. 130):n.,
very energetic person

| rigors (pg. 131):n,,
‘ difficulties

earnestly (pg. 123): adv. |

T

Today’s theme is believing in yourself. Rameck,
George, and Sampson are accepfed into college
and are aftending pre-college classes at Seton Hall.
They have overcome incredible obstacles, and they
have gotfen to college in part because they believed
in themselves and supported each other. Talk with
your students about how important it is fo believe that
they, too, can achieve their dreams. Have them think
about where Rameck, George, and Sampsocn came
from. Remind them that you believe in them because
you know that they can achieve anything they put
their minds to!

Rameck’s mother warns him to stay away from his friends because they are bad influences.
Rameck ignores his mother's advice, and ends up with friends who sell crack. His friends badly
beat up an addict when the man does drugs near a school they fold him to aveid. Rameck
is taken fo jail, and his mom won't pick him up, so he spends four days in a juvenile detention
center. During the summer, Sampson and his friends decide to rob a drug dealer for easy
cash, but he is caught and goes to jail. His lawyer is able to get the charges lessened, and he
is ultimately given two-years probation instead of jail time. His friends aren’t as lucky.

" 15%
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72 pages 121-136

remedlatlon and preparatlon program (pg. 128): Remedial classes
are for s’ruden’rs who need extrd he p to get to the level they need to be at for
regulgr ‘college clc::Sses { \

boot camp | g 130) Boo’r comp is’rhe initial military training for new recruits. It
is known for being very d|ffcul’r ond’ s‘fnc’r

pulmonary speciallst )

134) a doctor who focuses on the lungs

® How would you feel |f Jou were George, .| Romec:k or Sampson womng to
hear if you had been accepted o college% ;

® How do fhey feel wh-en_ih\ey find out they all got into college?
® What are the dorms like?

® Why does Carla say they already ARE doctorse What does it take to be a
doctore

® \What courses do they have to take in their summer program? Which of these
classes sound most interesting to youe

® What do they like about Carla?

® What do the other students think a Doctor “should look like"¢ What do you
think?

® What does Dr. Blackman mean when he says that health care in America is @
"dual system”2 What are the consequences of thate \ar

0°947
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: ) * When Sampson, George, and ’RGFneck begin\'”mh‘é-ﬁdicof
PRIVILEGE school, they begin fo see fhé ,or;rvn'eges that ofher
: . students bring to the program Many of their peers have
been on a college track fherr enhre lives, while the ‘fhree
young men have catfching lup fopdo in remed;ol courses.
What differences do the three young men see beiween
themselves and their peers"
» What do you think i fel’r Ijke to realize ’rhe pnwleges
that others have?2 L
» How would you,) hove felt in their shoese
» Have you ever| experlenced this feelinge What
made you fee_!; this way ¢

o The class debates what a doctor "should” look like:
- . whether she cor he should Wear: ﬂ?@e clothes or “ghettfo”
. LOOKING RIGHT ) clothes. -
' - What do you think a decior “should” I@ok Ilke"

wedar “nice” clothing?
» What would you think if your doctor was wearing
baggy jeansg
» Why do you think we have certain expectations
about how a doctor “should"” look? Who do those
expectations favore

+ Student writing should include details that describe actions, thoughts, and feelings.

» Students should convey a clear understanding of the chor bofh through
describing their actions and their internal state. ; :

» Forexample, “When the character said

b beeehng

ierlq : 7
») Mo edq Po?i”ﬂondou’r

V share with_a” :
hoose Vs
What

o they face and” oW can they
With somecne holding then
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George, Sampson, and Rameck make a pact to support each other through high school
and on into college—their mutual support helped them achieve something very few others
from their neighborhood achieve. Draw up your own pact that you will share with a close
friend, family member, or teacher. Choose someone who will hold you accountable. What
promises will you make to someone else to be sure you can succeed through high school

and go on to college? What barriers do you face and how can you overcome them? With |

someone holding you accountable, you have even more support fo reach your goals!

ke o Pack
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 >

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact us today to learn more abouf | ByEmadil:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked We Beaf the Sfreet...

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out
Street Life: Poverty, Gangs and a Ph.D. or The House on Mango Streef. Please \isit our
website foday 1o browse our full selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based

curriculal
07979
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