CREATING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN ELEMENTS
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The Texas HighSteppers are known

classical ballet training. Because of

impossible precision. One thing many
people don't realize takes days and
days of perfection is their famous
kicks. These girls give up countless
hours to live up to their name as the
fabulous HighSteppers.

“You can't win a state competitiol
without great kick technique,”
HighStepper director Kristi Robinson
said. “Drill teams are huge in the state
of Texas, so more emphasis is put on
kick routines than other style of dance,
like pom and jazz.”

These dancers’ routines are more
than just for kicks, however. In drill
team, much emphasis is put on all
types of dance, including jazz, lyrical
and military.

“Kick dances are different than
other styles of dance because kick
technique is so precise, and with other
styles, you can make [the routine]
your own,” senior and drill team
captain Laura Rochelle said. “During
foothall season we focus most on
kick routines, but during competition
season we do tons of different styles.”

It can be difficult for new drill team
members to master kick routines,
especially if they have had more

members tend to struggle.

“Having a strong ballet background
makes it difficult for me to perform
kick dances,” freshman Parker Ellyn
Madlock said. “I hope to master them
and be good at them both in order to
be a well-rounded dancer.”

HighSteppers spend hours working
to improve their kick technique and
to perfect their routines. This can
be difficult at times because of the
precision necessary for the group to
execute a flawless Kick routine.

“Kick routines need to have
perfect timing to make the group
look perfectly together,” senior Libby
Northam said. “Kicking on the same
count is very important for us. Since
all of our dancers don't have the
same strength or height of kicks, it
is difficult for Mrs. Kristi to polish our
kick routines.”

Through all the time and energy the
girls put in, they have learned to love
the kick style even though it is one of
the more difficult styles to master.

“Kick is hard to master because
it's not so much about how high your
kicks are,” junior Elizabeth Tullis said,
“but the technique behind each kick.”
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