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that there are women
in America who feel
compelled to go
secretly under the
knife to get a husband.
Silvana Paternostro
reports on the

clinics where women
go to surgically

restore their virginity

It’s hard to believe |

andra*, a single
_J mother in her ear-
ly 20s, knew her
fiancé would never have proposed
if he was aware of the truth: The
I-year-old boy living with her was
not her baby brother, as she had led
her fiancé to believe, but her son.
Sandra did not mind the deceit. She
understood that she risked losing her
fiancé if he ever discovered her se-
cret. And to Sandra, this man was
too good to risk losing—he was suc-
cessful, he was handsome and, like
her, he came from Latin America.
But she now faced a problem. Her
fiancé was expecting a virgin on their
wedding night. Never during their
relationship had he suggested they
make love. It hadn’t surprised her.
She knew that many traditional
Latin American men, even ones that
live in the United States, insist on this
requirement. They want to marry
demure and virginal women.
Sandra called the Northern Ladies
Plastic Surgery Center and sched-

*Names have been changed

uled an appointment. When the cen-
ter’s receptionist answered, Sandra
whispered into the phone, “Please,
make me a virgin again.”

“It 1s a lie out of love,” says
Esmeralda Vanegas, the owner of
the center that sewed up Sandra’s
vagina so she could convince her
husband-to-be she was a virgin.

“Unfortunately,” she continues,
“the men in our culture make us
do these things. They are machistas.
They do whatever they want out
on the streets, and then they want
a virgin at the altar.”

To fool these men, Esmeralda
offers a $2000 solution: a surgical pro-
cedure performed by a certified plas-
tic surgeon who, with some anesthesia
and a needle and thread, will make
sure that a woman'’s vagina will bleed
on her wedding night. “It takes about
a half'an hour,” says Esmeralda, “and
we advise them to do it six weeks
before the wedding day.”

Esmeralda and Sandra do not live
in a faraway land where women who
are unable to stain the wedding-night




sheets are cursed forever or stoned
to death. The Plastic Surgery Center
that Sandra visited is just a 30-minute
subway ride from Manhattan.
Ridgewood is a middle-class immi-
grant community in Queens with a
hodgepodge of nationalities. There,
behind a government building,
is Esmeralda’s revirginizing cen-
ter. In plain view, an awning with
large letters reads PLASTIC SURGERY
AND RECONSTRUCTIVE GYNECOLO-
GY, overshadowing the street’s small-
er signs for the bakery and deli.
Inside lies a temple of gaudy
taste—gilt framed paintings depicting
courtship scenes from the days of
Louis XV—and beliefs that perpetu-
ate the idea of woman as object, as
slave to men’s desires. A machine
promises to rid women of cellulite; an
operating room turns women into
Barbie dolls. Above the beds where
women rest after surgery, an open-

“Latin men want virgins
at the altar. They make

us undergo this surgery.”
—FEsmeralda

armed Jesus blesses their recovery.
“I offer women more than 40
types of operations,” says Esmeralda,
a tall woman in her late 40s with
dyed-blonde hair, fake nails and
braces on her teeth. Her services in-
clude the tightening of the vaginal
walls, for women who feel they need
it after having children or too many
men, and the reconstruction of the
hymen, for women who want to pre-
tend they have never had sex.
Women also have hymen surgery
to surprise their husbands. “It’s like
having a second honeymoon,”
Esmeralda explains. She is not only
well versed in all aspects of the proce-
dures—she is almost too passionate
about them. “You come in one way,
and you leave looking better, feeling
happier about yourself.” She confess-
es that she has had more than 10
operations on various parts of her
body. “You should have seen what >
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come to
the US.
and start
having sex.
[he center
restores
the virginity
that Is
expected

of them.”
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