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Hudson Yards
Stakeholders Dive
Into NYC’s ‘Newest
Neighborhood’

What kind of work goes into rebuilding and
renewing a massive chunk of Manhattan, spanning
from the High Line up to Hell's Kitchen and Eighth
Avenue over to the Hudson River?

That was the question posed to a select group
of developers, architects, engineers and officials
helming the transformation of Manhattan's Far
West Side, who gathered at Commercial Observer’s
“The Hudson Yards District: New York's Newest
Neighborhood” conference earlier this month to
discuss the various commercial and infrastructure
developments that are recreating an entire swath of
the island.

The event, held on March 8 at law firm Herrick
Feinstein's offices at 2 Park Avenue near Murray
Hill, was kicked off with remarks from Patrick
O'Sullivan, a partner at the firm's real estate depart-
ment. O'Sullivan, a former executive at the New York
City Economic Development Corporation, recalled
how the development of Hudson Yards was preceded
by the proposed West Side Stadium, which was
part of the city's unsuccessful bid to host the 2012
Summer Olympics. After the Olympic bid (which was
awarded to London) failed, O'Sullivan said, New York
“went to plan B—and it was definitely a good one.”

That “plan B"—most significantly the Hudson
Yards mixed-use mega-development helmed by
Related Companies and Oxford Properties Group—
was the subject of the morning’s first panel, which
featured Andrew Cantor, a senior vice president at
Related; Andrew Werner, a senior associate prin-
cipal at architecture firm and Hudson Yards mas-
ter planner Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates; Colin
Brown, a principal at engineering firm Thornton
Tomasetti; and Mitchell Moinian, a principal at
The Moinian Group, which is developing its own
Hudson Yards office tower at 3 Hudson Boulevard.

With Phase 1 of Related and Oxford's 28-acre
Hudson Yards project roughly one year away from
opening, Cantor recalled the process that has facil-
itated the evolution of a neighborhood that histori-
cally was “always seen as too faraway" from the rest
of Manhattan into one that has “changed the way
many people view” the possibilities for development
in New York City.

Werner noted the “mixed-use” aspect of the proj-
ect, which seeks to bring residential, commercial
and retail uses all within close proximity of each
other with the goal of building a “24-hour neighbor-
hood.” From an architectural perspective, Werner
said the multi-tower development sought a design
with “texture” that would "drive people to want to
be there"—a daunting task, considering the site was
a“tabula rasa,” or blank slate, that forced KPF to draw

on its experiences building “large-scale cities from
scratch” in Asia.

Brown, whose firm handled engineering on much
of the Related and Oxford project, cited the “great
challenge” of building on a site that was an opera-
tional railyard—constraints that made it “hard not
to be innovative [in order] to make something work,”
and called for out-of-the-box solutions like suspend-
ing the development's retail podium above the rail-
yards and building from there.

Moinian was quick to point out that while the
Related and Oxford project occupies several square
blocks south of West 34th Street, half of the Hudson
Yards district at large is located above the thorough-
fare, stretching up to West 41st Street. The overall
district, he said, will provide newfound “connec-
tivity from Midtown [down] to the Meatpacking
District.”

While acknowledging that The Moinian Group's
z-million-square-foot 3 Hudson Boulevard, which
sits on the north side of West 34th Street, won't be
able to take advantage of the "mini-city infrastruc-
ture in place for [Related and Oxford's| mini-city," the
tower will benefit from the development of Hudson
Boulevard Park, which will run from West 34th
to West 37th Streets, Moinian said. The developer
is building the FXCollaborative-designed office
building “on spec,” with no advance agreements
with office tenants in place—something that shows
the extent to which The Moinian Group “obviously
believe(s] in the neighborhood,” he added.

The second and final panel of the morning
focused on the area’s infrastructure, and the devel-
opments and improvements taking place to bolster
the Hudson Yards district’s transportation offer-
ings and connectivity. Those include the ambitious
redevelopment of the James A. Farley Post Office
Building into the new Moynihan Train Hall—a
project decades in the making that seeks to build
“the Grand Central Terminal of the West Side” while
relieving the notorious congestion that affects the
neighboring Pennsylvania Station, according to
Michael Evans, the president of the Moynihan
Station Development Corporation.

Work on Moynihan Train Hall is scheduled for
completion in early 2021, and Evans cited the logis-
tical obstacles involved when “working within the
busiest train station in the Western Hemisphere.”
But the project is expected to increase concourse
capacity at Penn Station “by 50 percent overnight,”
Evans said, and build momentum for further, “criti-
cal” infrastructure improvements at the transit hub
deridingly referred to by New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo as “the catacombs.”
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Clockwise, from top left: Led by modera-
tor Peter Arbour, panelists Andrew Wer-
ner, Mitchell Mainian, Colin Brown and
Andrew Cantor discussed the changes
taking place in the Hudson Yards district
on the Far West Side of Manhattan.




