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About Texas OnCourse
Texas’ definitive source for college and career planning.



use Texas OnCourse
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AGENDA 
• Introductions 
• Texas OnCourse Resources Spotlight
• Jamie Bell, Curriculum and Instruction Manager

• Roadtrip Nation
• Molly Gazin, Education Support Manager 

• Texas Workforce Commission 
• Lori Knight, Education Outreach Manager

• Best Practices
•Q&A and Wrap-up
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Resources Spotlight
Curriculum Guide Lessons Summary
Family Guide 
Academy Modules 



Middle School Curriculum Guide
How to Download 

Find it on the 
website:
1. Click on Tools
2. Select the 

Middle School 
Curriculum 
Guide

3. Register to the 
receive the 
guide

1.

2.



Curriculum Lessons
•Unit 1, Lesson 1.2 Investigating Career Clusters and 

Programs of Study
•Unit 1, Lesson 1.3 Deep Dive into My Preferred 

Career Cluster
•Unit 1, Lesson 1.4 Understanding the Five High 

School Endorsements
•Unit 1, Lesson 2.5 Postsecondary Options
•Unit 2, Lesson 1.3 Space Journal



Summary of the Lessons

Short summaries 
of each lesson are 

located on the                      
Suggested 

Implementation 
Plan. 



Family Guide
• Connecting with the 

classroom at home
• Conversation starters 

and family action 
steps
•Help identify how 

endorsements can 
align with career 
pathways



The Texas OnCourse Academy



Career Pathways



Basic Principles of Career Pathways



Career Clusters, Pathways, and 
Endorsements



Additional Academy Modules
• Basic Principles of Postsecondary Pathways
• Researching Postsecondary Options
• Career Assessments
•High School Personal Graduation Plan



Want to Search More?

2. 3.

1.

1. Select the 
Educator tab  

2. Select the role.  
3. Select the topic 

of interest. 



Roadtrip Nation and 
Texas OnCourse



Roadtrip Texas













Go to www.roadtripnation.com to learn more

Combine your interests by using the Roadmap tool: 
www.roadtripnation.com/roadmap

http://www.roadtripnation.com/
https://roadtripnation.com/roadmap


MAKING CAREERS MATTER
in Middle School

Presented by: Lori Knight



BIGGEST NEED FOR MS 
STUDENTS

Self Exploration

How to 
Choose

THE RIGHT
Career?

Business

TeachingMedicine

Law

Finance

Design

Media Social
Work

IT



SELF-ASSESSMENTS ARE KEY
Texas Genuine Texas Career Check

MapMy
Grad



WHY?
Kids only know what they 
know…especially about 

careers



CONTRASTS WITH DEMAND

GAP

Expectations Reality

Employers

Job Seekers

How do we fix this?



HOW TO 
CLOSE GAPS

Labor market 
data, trends, 

demand, and skill 
demand

Data by region

Wages by 
occupation

Connecting 
salary needs to 
desired lifestyle

Alternative 
(appropriate) career 

pathways

Expansion of 
occupation title 
and opportunity 

knowledge

Turning talents 
and interests into 

careers

Aligning career and 
education options



OBVIOUS MOTIVATION

Arts & 
Humanities

Business & 
Industry

Public
Service

STEM Multi-
Disciplinary



ADDITIONAL 
MOTIVATORS

Every Pathway

Every Student

Every Job
Every Day

R E A D Y



EVERYONE BENEFITS
With Local 
Employers

Leverage 
those 

Connections

Community 
Benefit

Internships & 
Trainings

Skills and 
Job 

Demand 

& Fill 
them

Identify 
Regional 
Needs

Discover Skill 
Gaps

Inform CTE 
Programs

Identify Employer and 
Post-secondary Partners

Prepare 
Students for 
Viable Jobs

Establish School-to-
Work Connections

especially students



IT’S NEVER 
TOO EARLY

Helping students 
reach their purpose 
with purpose

TWC Education 
Outreach

1-800-822-PLAN (7526)



LORI KNIGHT
Education Outreach Manager
Texas Workforce Commission

512.463.4879
lorena.knight@twc.state.tx.us

careerinformation@twc.state.tx.us



3 Things to Do NOW

1. Download the Curriculum Guide: 
txoc.link/Curriculum

https://txoc.link/Curriculum


3 Things to Do NOW

1. Download the Curriculum Guide: 
txoc.link/Curriculum

2. Register for the Academy:              txoc.link/Academy

https://txoc.link/Curriculum
https://txoc.link/Academy


3 Things to Do NOW

1. Download the Curriculum Guide: 
txoc.link/Curriculum

2. Register for the Academy:              txoc.link/Academy

3. Share Roadtrip Texas with your students: 
txoc.link/Roadtrip

https://txoc.link/Curriculum
https://txoc.link/Academy
https://txoc.link/Roadtrip


Questions for Our Guest 
Speakers
Type your question in the chat box!



WEBINARS IN 2019–2020 

April 7: Effective Advising: Reducing Implicit Bias when 
Working with Students

May 5th: Implementing the Middle School Curriculum 
Guide to Improve College, Career, and Military 
Readiness (CCMR)



Thank you!
Follow-up email with recording, links, and resources is soon to 

come! 


