ELI INVESTS IN
STUDENTS AT A
CRITICAL TIME
Going from middle school into high school is a period
of extreme transition. Students experience
unfamiliar settings and routines, a changing social
support system, and a more competitive environment,
while going through physical, social, and emotional
changes. All of these these factors combined
increase the risk that students will fail to graduate
from high school.
United Way ELI members recognize that, with extra
support, central Iowa’s middle and high school
students can stay on a path to graduation—gaining
an essential building block for a better life.

JOIN
EDUCATION
LEADERSHIP
INITIATIVE
Nothing is more important to our community than
ensuring that every young person succeeds in
school. Your investment directly impacts central
Iowa youth for their entire lives. As an ELI
member, you can also enjoy these benefits:
 See firsthand how your investment improves
young people’s lives.
 Share your talents on committees and by
volunteering.
 Network with like-minded individuals and
community leaders.
 Gain new business and career opportunities by
demonstrating community leadership.
 Benefit from charitable giving tax savings.

STEP-UP PROGRAM

“We are part of ELI because we believe
education is a common denominator in our
society to provide all children the opportunity
to be successful. We appreciate seeing the
benefits of our investment that ELI gives
to central Iowa and welcome the
opportunity to share our community’s
success in education.”
Melissa & Rudy Fors
ELI members

Enjoy the benefits of ELI
membership by joining a
three-year step-up program.
Step-up is also available for
ELI Lead membership
($1,500/$2,000/$2,500) and
ELI Tocqueville Society
($5,000/$7,500/$10,000).

$2,500
$1,000
$2,000
$750
$1,500
$500
Year
One

Year
Two

Year
Three

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Chase Young
Education Leadership Initiative
chase.young@unitedwaydm.org
(515) 246-6504

WWW.UNITEDWAYDM.ORG/ELI

EDUCATION
LEADERSHIP
INITIATIVE
Pictured: Tre Jarrett, a
North High School
graduate, participated
in ELI-funded Wolf Pack
and RunDSM.

WHY IT MATTERS
Starting in middle school, students may struggle
to attend class, stay motivated, and achieve.
Students who live in poverty have a much higher risk
of missing class frequently, which can lead to failing
courses, disconnecting from school, and, ultimately,
dropping out without a diploma.

WHAT’S WORKING

ELI investments increase the likelihood that about 9,000
central Iowa youth every year succeed in life. Research
shows that the type of support ELI provides helps
students attend school, pass classes, and gain skills
for employment.

3,000
THANKS TO ELI, MORE THAN

EMPTY SEATS
By 6th grade, chronic
absence is a leading
indicator that a
student will drop out
of high school.
(Baltimore Education Research Consortium)

ELI-FUNDED PROGRAM RESULTS

SUMMER LEARNING LOSS
SCHOOL YEAR

SUMMER

SCHOOL YEAR

Without access to quality learning activities, students
lose as many as two months of reading skills over the
summer and are less likely to attend college.

(Cooper, Nye, Charlton, Lindsay & Greathouse)

TROUBLED TIMES
A peak time for juvenile crime and
experimentation with drugs, alcohol,
cigarettes, and sex is 3:00 to 6:00
p.m., when many middle school
students are unsupervised.

(Shanklin et. al.)

ELI invests in strategies proven to help middle school
students transition into high school and graduate. ELI
dollars go toward:

 Promoting a successful transition into middle





students made
a successful
transition into
high school
last year.

school for at-risk children
Providing supportive services for at-risk students
and families
Promoting and coordinating activities that reduce
summer learning loss
Providing quality and engaging out-of-school
opportunities
Developing programs that support positive
physical and mental health

2,570

students have received mentoring
through Science Bound to work
toward careers in STEM since
the program began.

640
170

students of
color received
four-year
college tuition
scholarships
to attend Iowa State University.

students
participated
in RunDSM,
a program
that inspires
and supports at-risk students
through the art of spoken word
poetry and performing.

Students in Keys to Success are
far exceeding growth in reading
and outperforming their peers
who do not have additional
support through out-of-school
programs. Keys to Success
works with sixth-grade students
at high-need schools to build
critical reading skills.

SWAG2 offers academic
support to high-risk
students in middle school.

100%
of students in the program
at Oakridge Neighborhood
Services passed their core
classes in language arts
and math.

93%
passed their core class in
science.

DID YOU KNOW?

After-school programs save
taxpayers $3 for every $1
invested by reducing the
need for remedial education
and keeping kids out of
trouble.

(The Rose Institute)

WITH SUPPORT,
ALL STUDENTS
CAN GRADUATE
Aisha missed more than two years of school when her
father kidnapped her and took her to Sudan. He had
arranged a marriage for her there, and when she refused,
he left her in a country she hadn’t known since she was
two years old. She escaped her uncle’s compound in the
mountains by climbing
“It’s really exciting to be
over a wall and walking
graduating. This is what
for three days through
I wanted for so long, and
the desert to reach a U.S.
I felt like it was taken
embassy.

away from me. But I was

When she returned to
able to get through it.”
Lincoln High School in
Aisha Nyala, 19
Des Moines, she
participated in two ELI-funded programs—Movement 515,
where she learned to cope with her trauma through slam
poetry and self-empowerment, and iJAG, which helped her
get a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) certification and
an internship at Broadlawns Medical Center, where she is
working over the summer.
Another United Way-funded program, Flexible Graduation
Pathways, developed an individualized learning plan to
help Aisha graduate less than two years after her return,
in May 2018. She will attend UNI in the fall and plans to
become an anesthesiologist.

