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Bluebeam Revu is not 
just a PDF Editor 
Revu can benefit your team during every phase of construction. Whether 

it involves ensuring that everyone is accessing the same information 

during the design phase, moving the project forward during the 

construction phase, or maintaining project data after project completion, 

Bluebeam Revu streamlines the entire construction process. Once you 

know what Revu can do for you, you can use this versatile tool to its 

fullest extent and, as this Bridging the Gap episode explores how to “Stay 

a Step Ahead.” Revu versions include Standard, CAD and eXtreme. 

Millions of users have invested in this collaboration tool for increased 

productivity and time savings. Revu is used by 94% of the top US 

contractors and 92% of top design-build firms. In this Bridging the Gap 

episode, Christopher Riddell discusses Bluebeam Trends and more. 

Some of the innovative Bluebeam Revu features that you can put to use 

in your company include: 

https://www.asti.com/product/bluebeam/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjsP83wmOwQ&list=PLD4SALYsH6Fkazz_6tvQH9pPDUTLJNbr8&index=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjsP83wmOwQ&list=PLD4SALYsH6Fkazz_6tvQH9pPDUTLJNbr8&index=16
https://www.asti.com/get-your-nights-and-weekends-back-with-revu-extreme/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjsP83wmOwQ&list=PLD4SALYsH6Fkazz_6tvQH9pPDUTLJNbr8&index=16


Embed photos:  If a picture is 

worth a thousand words, you can 

save a lot of words by using Revu. 

When you’re on the jobsite and 

something doesn’t look quite right, 

a photo can often tell the story 

more succinctly. The photo can 

then be embedded into the drawing easily with the Capture Markup tool. 

A comment can be added with the photo for clarity. 

Search (Standard and CAD versions):  The 

search function allows searches for 

particular symbols representing connections 

for a quantity take-off. It also allows text 

searches. In Revu eXtreme there are specific 

search features that leverage optical 

character recognition (OCR). 

https://support.bluebeam.com/online-help/revu2017/Content/RevuHelp/04--Document/10--OCR/OCR.htm


Customize: The entire Bluebeam interface and all the profiles can be 

customized to display only the tools you use. Toolbars can be 

streamlined to a user’s individual needs. By right-clicking on an icon, it 

can be pinned to the top, side or anywhere desired. Profiles and 

toolboxes can be exported and shared with the team. With the Revu Tool 

Chest, regularly used custom markup tools can be saved, which is a 

positive step toward setting standards for others on your team. 



Mark up and modify:  All the 

comments that are attached to 

jobsite photos can be listed in a 

summary report. With Revu, each 

comment can be hyperlinked back 

to the appropriate page and photo 

to save time. By clicking on the 

comment in the spreadsheet-like summary report, the user is instantly 

taken to the correct page. Other functions include sort, filter, creating 

drop-downs, and performing calculations.  

Keyboard shortcuts:  Instead of scrolling to a Revu tool or command and 

clicking on it, the user can define keyboard shortcuts. Revu allows 

custom keyboard shortcuts for anything used on a regular basis. 

https://j4a2ou6e2e2pukvm47nngh13-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/bluebeam-image-cta-2-1500x520.jpg
https://share.hsforms.com/15JYhRMDDSHq89ybq12gHbQ397j8?__hstc=104869084.6c2ed03a3921f55b041592c7cd1ee75a.1573747743025.1582921624373.1582924913418.230&__hssc=104869084.1.1582924913418&__hsfp=1251123509


Batch hyperlink (eXtreme version):  Users can automatically navigate 

through a drawing set by creating page labels under thumbnails. The 

page labels can be called out in hyperlinks in the section details. Revu 

can create 600 hyperlinks in two minutes. 

Compare documents:  Revu eliminates the frustration of trying to figure 

out what changed from one drawing version to another with Overlay and 

Compare tools. Compare shows changed content in clouds. Overlay 

shows the changed information in a different color. 



Free training:  Revu has built-in Tutorials for quick familiarization with 

the software. There are also on-demand webinars presented by 

Bluebeam technical professionals. Titles include Getting Started, 

Collaborative Review, Takeoffs & Estimates, Document Control, Studio, 

and more. For shorter sets of focused learning, there are feature-based 

training videos. 

https://support.bluebeam.com/recorded-webinars/
https://support.bluebeam.com/training-videos/#40interface
https://support.bluebeam.com/training-videos/#40interface
https://share.hsforms.com/15JYhRMDDSHq89ybq12gHbQ397j8?__hstc=104869084.6c2ed03a3921f55b041592c7cd1ee75a.1561147493270.1563215157185.1563221686123.94&__hssc=104869084.6.1563221686123&__hsfp=2085519510


How People use Revu 

By architects for better communication and collaboration: 

1. Document management
2. Submittal reviews
3. RFIs
4. Punch lists



By engineers to maintain data integrity: 

1. Quantity takeoffs
2. Quality assurance and quality control
3. Document Management

By estimators to develop stronger job estimates and bids: 

1. Design reviews
2. Document management



3. Quality assurance and quality control

By project superintendents to meet codes and maintain schedules and 

budgets : 

1. RFIs
2. Punchlists
3. Quality assurance and quality control



By specialty contractors to meet and exceed customer expectations: 

1. RFIs
2. Design reviews
3. Drawing management
4. Document management
5. Submittals
6. Punchlists
7. Quality assurance and quality control

By general contractors to keep the project on track and everyone on the 

same page: 

1. Drawing management
2. Submittal reviews
3. RFIs
4. Punchlists
5. Document management
6. Quality assurance and quality control
7. Quantity takeoffs
8. Handover



Revu is a Superb tool for: 
Collaboration 
Revu allows real-time collaboration among team members. Using mobile 

Revu technology, they can even track progress while in the field, easily 

sorting drawings by date to see what changes have been made daily. 

Bluebeam has a Quick Start Guide and short overview videos that can 

get you going quickly with self-guided learning. 

Innovation 
The Bridging the Gap episode “Bluebeam Trends” with Christopher 

Riddell takes a look at the way Bluebeam Studio benefits collaboration. 

The process of creating highly detailed digital 3D models of construction 

projects is a process that’s relatively new – likely less than seven years 

old. By importing photographs and laser scans into reality capture 

software, a firm can preserve current conditions of every feature of a 

jobsite, whether it is new construction or a remodel. 

https://www.asti.com/a-roof-to-make-frank-lloyd-wright-proud/
https://www.asti.com/whats-up-with-bluebeam-vu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjsP83wmOwQ&feature=emb_title
https://www.asti.com/technology-driven-reality-based/


There are trends shaping up in the design and construct world that can 

make our jobs easier – if we let them. And Bluebeam is part of that 

process. 

More efficient design reviews 
Know what your software can do, and use it to the fullest extent. From 

keyboard shortcuts to hyperlinking in batches to the search feature, Revu 

can reduce the time required to perform tasks from hours to mere 

minutes. 

Revu has a fairly robust set of keyboard shortcuts that come with the 

software. With a little trial and error, we came up with a whole  set of 

Bluebeam keyboard shortcuts to make your day a little easier. 

With Revu eXtreme, you can use a PDF form to create a fillable form. 

Using Revu eXtreme can improve your productivity and cut down on the 

amount of time you might otherwise have to spend on time-consuming 

tasks. Features include batch options, OCR, links, and form creation. 

What kinds of stamps do you add to your company’s project drawings?  

With Revu, you can create an interactive stamp on a drawing or on a  

hundred drawings.

https://www.asti.com/5-trends-you-may-have-missed-that-involve-bluebeam/
https://www.asti.com/8-tips-for-better-use-of-bluebeam/
https://www.asti.com/bluebeam-revu-2018-keyboard-shortcuts-enhancements/
https://www.asti.com/bluebeam-bites-create-a-fillable-form/
https://www.asti.com/get-your-nights-and-weekends-back-with-revu-extreme/


Bluebeam partnered with Microsoft to integrate the surface dial into the 

Revu digital workflow.

Revu speeds up design reviews by elevating paperless workflows to a 

new level. Create 2D and 3D PDFs, organize commonly used markups in 

a tool chest, compare drawings and keep track of revisions with color 

coding, and collaborate in real-time. 

The Revu Compare Documents function clouds the differences between 

files. The Overlay Pages function shows the different pages in different 

colors. The good news is, you can even use them in combination. 

The quality assurance and quality control (QA/QC) process is critical to 

ensuring that a project is executed properly and meets the standards of 

both the owner and the contractor. Bluebeam Revu allows quick, 

accurate, thorough reviews so you can avoid costly design defects. 

Seems like the worst possible things that can happen with project 

drawings will happen just hours (or minutes!) before a deadline. Revu 

helps avoid last-minute emergencies, rework and unhappy customers. 

https://www.asti.com/bluebeam-partnership-with-microsoft/
https://www.asti.com/how-to-speed-up-your-design-reviews/
https://www.asti.com/bluebeam-revu-compare-documents-vs-overlay-pages-why-not-both/
https://www.asti.com/bluebeam-revu-compare-documents-vs-overlay-pages-why-not-both/
https://www.asti.com/imagine-no-design-defects/


Quantity takeoffs 
One of the best kept secrets in Revu is the way it benefits quantity 

takeoffs. Using calibration, markup standards, custom formulas, and 

PDF searches, Revu makes takeoffs easier and more precise. 

Revu features are designed to increase productivity, improve 

measurement accuracy and streamline deployment company wide. 

Benefit from fast pan and zoom, rendering speed and refresh rates. 

Collaborate with teams in the cloud. Save money with accurate bids and 

QTOs. 

Dashboards 
Digital dashboards are PDF-based document management tools that can 

be used across the entire construction project – from client 

presentations to closeout. With pictures, icons, hyperlinks, and 

underlying data, Revu enables clean reporting, document sharing and 

easy post-project handoffs. 

https://www.asti.com/the-best-kept-secret-in-revu/
https://www.asti.com/fun-facts-about-revu-2019/
https://www.asti.com/fun-facts-about-revu-2019/
https://www.asti.com/4-uses-for-dashboards-in-construction/


Handover at the end of the 
project 

There are a couple of methods for project closeout that general 

contractors have access to these days. One is “the way we’ve always 

done it” – rolls of drawings and large notebooks containing warranties, 

instruction manuals, spec sheets, coffee-stained pages, and sticky 

notes. Another method is a clean, concise, text-searchable digital 

handover. 

https://www.asti.com/the-joy-of-digital-handover/
https://www.asti.com/the-joy-of-digital-handover/


Gathering and analyzing data are new ways to keep a finger on the pulse 

of creating buildings that are smarter, safer and more efficient. Enabling 

the collection and use of that data to the owner of the building is a 

perfect way to promote long-term building efficiency while setting the 

builder apart as a leader in the industry. 

Data protection 
As we become more dependent on technology, all of our electronic 

devices become increasingly connected, allowing information to flow 

from one device to another. Therefore, cyber security has become a 

prominent concern globally. Companies need to have a plan, be smart 

about data backups and educate employees about online threats. 

https://www.asti.com/digital-twins/
https://www.asti.com/protect-construction-data-from-the-dark-side/


System Requirements 

Minimum Requirements 
When using Revu with typical office documents 

● Display: 1024 x 768
○ A display driver supporting OpenGL® 3.0 or above is 

required to display 360° photos.
○ A display driver supporting either OpenGL® 3.2 (or 

above) or OpenGL® ES 3.0 (or above) is required.
● Processor

○ Desktops and laptops: 1 GHz processor or equivalent 
(recommended, see below)

○ Tablets: Intel® i3 processor or equivalent
○ Revu currently does not support ARM processors, like 

those found in the Surface Pro X.
● RAM

○ 4 GB (32-bit Windows)
○ 8 GB (64-bit Windows)

● Hard Disk

○ At least 5 GB of available space may be required.



Recommended Requirements 
When working with large drawing sets (for example, construction project 

bid sets) in which the PDFs may contain hundreds of large format 

drawings, it is recommended that workstations have adequate memory 

and processor resources. 

● Display: 1024 x 768 or better
○ A display driver supporting OpenGL® 3.0 or above is

required to display 360° photos.
○ A display driver supporting either OpenGL® 3.2 (or

above) or OpenGL® ES 3.0 (or above) is required.
● Processor

○ Desktops and laptops: Intel i5 Dual Core or better
processor

○ Tablets: Intel® i3 processor or better
○ Revu currently does not support ARM processors, like

those found in the Surface Pro X.
● RAM

○ 8 GB (64-bit Windows)
● Hard Disk

○ At least 5 GB of available space may be required



Using Revu for OCR 
OCR is included with the 64-bit version of Revu eXtreme. OCR will not 

work in 32-bit Revu. 

Bluebeam offers a free 30-day trial version of Revu, so you can try it for 
yourself. When it’s time to add Revu to your stable of technology tools, 
talk to the industry experts at Applied Software. 

https://cta-redirect.hubspot.com/cta/redirect/5468516/b81c24f4-4830-40b1-a2ac-e57667fe5d0f?__hstc=104869084.6c2ed03a3921f55b041592c7cd1ee75a.1573747743025.1582309702113.1582314437884.220&__hssc=104869084.4.1582314437884&__hsfp=1856758919
https://cta-redirect.hubspot.com/cta/redirect/5468516/b81c24f4-4830-40b1-a2ac-e57667fe5d0f?__hstc=104869084.6c2ed03a3921f55b041592c7cd1ee75a.1573747743025.1582309702113.1582314437884.220&__hssc=104869084.4.1582314437884&__hsfp=1856758919
https://go.bluebeam.com/partner-pc-mac?r_id=0011N00001LzibcQAB
https://info.asti.com/request-callback
https://info.asti.com/cs/c/?cta_guid=a56e1dc7-fcd1-4a57-adcd-dd2d7fc529d2&placement_guid=b81c24f4-4830-40b1-a2ac-e57667fe5d0f&portal_id=5468516&canon=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asti.com%2Fproduct%2Fbluebeam%2F&redirect_url=APefjpE3cZKHZmqlEVcPNMM0Ljezi0YjMxMCAHoiw9iKeX2MSCwcvoBeFCwX_aNUTgQuiW9EYy4IphsBIt1DIRdjDE8mSj1mtrjw4v6W3PtRAO3Zh_379zoXD43Rs4Hr89k7JyVh9XSbpLskQMaeFRJeNeAKhBDKDzPVXimj1tKUPM-lJFbhf-9tk9Jzb-UZ-axxvtJ4-Czu9XRWFx5l0GNzJZKXOp1vQWIJ92u9kNUlmg1oTmJQtNM&click=ee024239-e600-4262-99e4-065d1b02834c&hsutk=6c2ed03a3921f55b041592c7cd1ee75a&signature=AAH58kEPdoR1yCO420IZWh3oZB0sK9PMhQ&__hstc=104869084.6c2ed03a3921f55b041592c7cd1ee75a.1573747743025.1582921624373.1582924913418.230&__hssc=104869084.1.1582924913418&__hsfp=1251123509&contentType=standard-page
https://info.asti.com/cs/c/?cta_guid=de695e32-6aee-4304-b402-8e97354cb1af&placement_guid=5a2e05ca-2e0d-4011-bab4-61a92d36d075&portal_id=5468516&canon=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asti.com%2Fproduct%2Fbluebeam%2F&redirect_url=APefjpFXfIG5ayrL4hFrKAKHO_h45QxB01aB8t-osMXcItigq-JA_iPAeDD5EVw70fqs18WDBg-XmG4FAqoKVzLHBiikG_dGDEXOoU9BWHZxha1AGGgPkKj7t-wMYHBlyvgQM0xnWSQ3y_j7ITj11Ecz8W5vIJ28uxpnpcBScDH_CYhcvuJ8h833OB-T5OSbzVGfUJpHrqfOVNetMTv4HD5EKvWmT-MKTFnpoACN82C6AeSrqHRN6YY&click=2cdfc1ff-e27c-4f22-aa05-aee66b6d6b41&hsutk=6c2ed03a3921f55b041592c7cd1ee75a&signature=AAH58kG1TtrB16xtBwJWlhb5oGXYc_swBg&__hstc=104869084.6c2ed03a3921f55b041592c7cd1ee75a.1573747743025.1582921624373.1582924913418.230&__hssc=104869084.1.1582924913418&__hsfp=1251123509&contentType=standard-page
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