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Kauffman Foundation Announces Grant for Utility Technology Challenge
Utility Technology Challenge, now open for submissions, will use Foundation's support to fund
demonstration projects and services for winning clean energy technologies
KANSAS CITY, Missouri -- January 12, 2012 -- The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation today
announced a grant to support the Utility Technology Challenge, the national competition
matching clean technology solutions with utility and industry partners. Kauffman's support
contributes $50,000 to the funding pool of up to $100,000 in awards for demonstration
projects and services for Challenge winners.
The Utility Technology Challenge, now in its third year, is an initiative of the Clean Technology
and Sustainable Industries Organization (CTSI). The Challenge, open for submissions through
Jan. 31, 2012, seeks companies and technologies focused on cleaner and more environmentally
sustainable energy solutions that help solve challenges facing utilities. This year, CTSI has
partnered with Fraunhofer TechBridge to raise funded services for winners.
"Kauffman's goal is to help create an environment that fosters innovation and entrepreneurial
success, which is especially challenging in the complex and highly regulated energy industry,"
said Lesa Mitchell, vice president of advancing innovation at the Kauffman Foundation.
"Providing grants to the competition winners will help accelerate their abilities to move their
innovations forward."
"The Kauffman Foundation's generous support will give developers of promising clean energy
technologies the opportunity to demonstrate the real-world viability of their innovations," said
CTSI president and founding chairman Matthew Laudon. "We thank Kauffman for its
commitment to the Utility Technology Challenge."
"We are honored to have the Kauffman Foundation as the premier supporter of the Utility
Technology Challenge," said Nolan Browne, Managing Director of the Fraunhofer Center for
Sustainable Energy Systems. "Kauffman's contribution underscores the value of the Challenge
in bringing together clean energy entrepreneurs and utilities—with the goal of proving out
promising technologies that improve grid reliability and efficiency while keeping ratepayers'
costs low."

Smart grid technology areas of consideration for the Utility Technology Challenge include (but
are not limited to) transmission and distribution, demand response and power electronics. This
year, there is a new emphasis on demand-side building energy technologies, such as energy
efficiency measures (e.g., HVAC, lighting, and building management), as well as distributed
generation systems (e.g., building-integrated solar photovoltaics and combined heat and
power).
Applicants with pilot-ready or early-stage commercial solutions targeting utilities and other
large customers should submit their proposals online by Jan. 31, 2012,
to: www.techconnectworld.com.
There are no fees to enter or to participate in the Utility Technology Challenge. Selected
finalists will be invited to attend the TechConnect World Clean Technology Conference in Santa
Clara in June 2012 and present their solutions to the sponsor committee that includes: the City
of Anaheim, Arsenal Venture Partners, Shell, National Grid, Northeast Utilities, Austin Energy,
Constellation Energy and Southern California Edison.
About CTSI
The Clean Technology & Sustainable Industries Organization (CTSI), a 501c6 non-profit industry
association, represents the organizations developing, commercializing, and implementing
energy, water, and environmental technologies. Clean technologies offer much needed
solutions to growing resource security and sustainability concerns and are critical to
maintaining economic competitiveness. CTSI brings together global leaders for advocacy,
community development, networking, and information sharing to help bring these needed
technologies to market more rapidly. Visit www.ct-si.org for more information.
About Fraunhofer CSE
Based in Cambridge, MA, the Fraunhofer Center for Sustainable Energy Systems (CSE) is an
applied R&D laboratory dedicated to the commercialization of clean energy technologies. CSE
engages in collaborative research and development with private companies, government
entities, and academic institutions, performing research that broadly benefits firms, industries,
and society. These partnerships take a wide variety of forms, including confidential codevelopment programs, third-party technology validation, and joint applications for grant
programs. Major lab and field testing initiatives focus on energy-efficient building technologies
and solar PV module design and manufacturing. Additionally, CSE’s TechBridge
commercialization program helps emerging sustainable energy startups to develop their
technologies, bridging the gap from laboratory to wide-scale production.

