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IBM Cloud Object Storage 
for Data Protection
Safeguard your data with an integrated IBM Spectrum 
Protect and IBM Cloud Object Storage backup solution

The IBM Cloud Object Storage for Data Protection 
solution helps you meet your IT challenges

In most organizations, storage capacity requirements and data protection 

costs are steadily rising, squeezing IT budgets that are already strained. 

To help address these challenges, the IBM® Cloud Object Storage 

for Data Protection solution provides a fully tested and verified solution 

that can be non-disruptively deployed in IBM Spectrum Protect™ 

backup environments.

The IBM Cloud Object Storage for Data Protection solution helps 

existing IBM Spectrum Protect customers:

• Reduce capital and operating expenditures on data protection while 

providing a more scalable and easier to manage storage solution.

• Transition from tape or virtual tape to a reduced-cost disk target in 

industry-leading private, public or hybrid cloud object storage 

deployment models.

• Seamlessly and flexibly scale in a multi-site, geo-dispersed configuration 

for always-on availability. Unlike most disk-based backup solutions, there 

is no need to remove and replace an existing lower capacity backup 

hardware frame with a new higher capacity hardware frame or replicate 

backup data to distributed site(s) for availability.

• Access saved data faster than with tape storage solutions to help meet 

regulatory, legal or business needs.

• Optimize software-defined inline deduplication in IBM Spectrum Protect 

instead of more costly deduplication appliances.

• Deploy in private, public or hybrid cloud environments.

Benefits 

• Help significantly decrease total cost of 
ownership for data protection by reducing 
capital and operating expenditures.

• Help keep backup data secure, resilient 
and available across multiple geographies 
with industry-leading private, public or 
hybrid cloud object storage.

• Gain greater insights into your data by 
mining online backup copies.

• Deliver virtually unlimited scalability and 
hardware flexibility to accommodate 
future data capacity growth and storage 
hardware advancements.

• Combine backup data with other file and 
object storage workloads to consolidate 
storage capacity.
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What is the IBM Cloud Object Storage for 
Data Protection solution?

This cost-effective, industry-leading solution combines IBM 

Spectrum Protect data protection software with IBM Cloud 

Object Storage to provide an always-on disk target for data 

backup and long-term retention, improving availability of backup 

and archive data while reducing acquisition and operational 

costs of data protection. This powerful combination allows 

you to scale your data protection solution as needed for the 

changing demands of the future. 

IBM Spectrum Protect
IBM Spectrum Protect software simplifies data protection 

in physical, virtual, software-defined or cloud environments. 

The software allows organizations to manage and protect data 

while simplifying backup administration, improving efficiency 

and delivering scalable capacity.

IBM Cloud Object Storage
IBM Cloud Object Storage provides the flexibility, scalability 

and simplicity needed to store, manage and access today’s 

rapidly growing volumes of unstructured data in a private, public 

or hybrid cloud environment.

IBM Cloud Object Storage transforms storage challenges into 

business advantages by reducing storage costs while reliably 

supporting both traditional and emerging cloud-born workloads 

for enterprise mobile, social, analytics and cognitive computing. 

Deployment Options

IBM Cloud Object Storage for Data Protection allows you to 

store primary, secondary or long-term copies of backup data 

into Cloud Object Storage. These copies can be deployed in 

private, public or hybrid cloud environments without adding new 

backup capacity at the existing copy site (see Figure 1). Shifting 

new backup capacity requirements to IBM Cloud Object 

Storage helps reduce capital and operating costs while backing 

up the same amount of data. Over time, you may choose to 

retire more expensive backup hardware such as virtual tape 

libraries from your data center by transferring all data to IBM 

Cloud Object Storage.

Figure 1. IBM Cloud Object Storage can be utilized for storing primary, secondary or long-term copies of backup data without disrupting 
existing processes.
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IBM tested and validated two IBM Cloud Object Storage for 

Data Protection solution configurations. These configurations 

can be deployed in public, private or hybrid cloud environments. 

Backup and restore performance for these solution 

configurations along with IBM Cloud Object Storage 

capacities are shown below.

Solution  
configuration*

Protected  
capacity

Logical  
capacity

Backup  
performance

Restore  
performance

One IBM Spectrum Protect System

One IBM Cloud Object Storage System™
504TB 2.0PB Up to 8TB/hour Up to 1.5TB/hour

Two IBM Spectrum Protect Systems

One IBM Cloud Object Storage System
1176TB 4.1PB Up to 16TB/hour Up to 3TB/hour

Industry recognition for IBM Cloud Object Storage

IBM Cloud Object Storage is built on technology from object 

storage leader Cleversafe®, which was acquired by IBM in 2015. 

Some of the world’s largest repositories rely on IBM Cloud 

Object Storage.

Industry recognition:

• Gartner has awarded IBM Cleversafe dsNet (now IBM Cloud 

Object Storage) the highest scores in the Analytics, Archiving 

and Cloud Storage use cases in its March 2016 Object Storage 

Critical Capabilities report.1

• Cleversafe storage solutions are 72 percent less expensive 

than the equivalent Redundant Array of Independent Disks 

(RAID) solutions.2

Take the next step

To learn more about IBM Cloud Object Storage and sign up 

for a cloud public services trial, visit ibm.com/cloud-computing/
products/storage/object-storage/cloud

For more information on IBM Spectrum Protect, visit 
ibm.com/systems/storage/spectrum/protect

* A report with configuration details is available upon request. Contact your IBM representative for more information.
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