
 

EXAMPLE OF CALCULATING SEAM OPENING FORCE 
EN ISO 13936-1 
Textiles – Determination of the slippage resistance of yarns at a seam in woven fabrics – Part 1: Fixed seam opening method 
 

 

This is a typical Force / Extension 
plot showing both the unseamed 
and seamed parts of the specimen 
 
Unseamed – solid red line 
Seamed – dashed red line 



 

 
 

 
 
 

EN ISO 13936-1 has a “seam 
straightening force” of 5N.   
 
This can vary from standard to 
standard.   
 
Look up the distance between the 
two curves at 5N, call this “x”.   

“x” 



 

 
 

 
 
 

6mm is the default seam opening 
distance in EN ISO 13936-1 but 
other values can be used.   
 
Look up the distance between the 
two curves at “x” + 6mm.   
 
Then read off the force value at 
this point.   

“x” + 6mm 



 

 
 

 

The force 
At 6mm 
Seam Opening 
 
Maximum force applied to the 
unseamed and seamed specimens.   
If the specimen breaks before the 
specified force it would be 
indicated here.   


