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A joint legislative 
committee 
voted yesterday 
to endorse a 
workers’ comp 
reform bill that 
is expected to 

substantially increase benefits 
and costs for the workers’ comp 
system in Maine.  The bill, 
which is a compilation of several 
separate workers’ comp reform 
measures introduced this year, 
would raise the maximum weekly 
workers’ comp benefit, reinstate 
a cost-of-living adjustment, 
and increase benefits for partial 
disabilities.  The bill now awaits 
a vote of both the House and 
Senate.

After failing to 
pass a PDMP 
bill for the 
seventh year in 
a row, Missouri 
newspapers are 
analyzing why 

Missouri is the only state in the 
country without a PDMP in light 
of the growing opioid epidemic. 

Before 
adjourning for 
the legislative 
year, the Texas 
legislature 
finally passed 
SB 2551, a bill 

to expand cancer presumptions 
for firefighters.  The bill, which 
was heavily negotiated during 
it’s ride through the House and 
Senate, now brings the list of 
cancers presumed to be work-
related to 11.  Prior iterations of 
the law were confusing at best for 
municipalities and firefighters, 
with firefighters arguing only 
about 3 cancers were covered.  In 
addition, the bill provides more 
time to insurers to deny or accept 
a cancer claim.

A bill that would 
require workers’ 
comp insurance 
to cover 
detoxification 
treatments is 

moving through the Connecticut 
legislature during the final days of 
session.  HB 5883 was passed by 

the House and is now before the 
Senate for consideration during 
the final 5 days of session.  Under 
the law, detoxification treatment 
would be included in workers’ 
comp benefits for any injured 
worker who requires it as a result 
of using prescribed prescription 
drugs for their injury.

Last Thursday, 
the New Jersey 
Assembly voted 
unanimously to 
pass A 3292.  
The bill, which 
was passed 

by the Senate back in March, 
now goes to the Governor for 
signature.  If signed into law, 
pharmacies would be required 
to include a warning label on 
every opioid container dispensed 
detailing the risks associated with 
opioid medications, including the 
risk of addiction and overdose.

https://www.pressherald.com/2019/05/28/workers-comp-reform-bill-moves-out-of-committee-to-full-house-and-senate/
https://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/the-push-for-a-statewide-prescription-drug-monitoring-program-failed/article_54652e23-6de8-5541-a997-c4b18cfd4b97.html
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/SB02551F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB05883&which_year=2019
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A3500/3292_R1.HTM


Last week, 
Governor 
Larry Hogan 
(R), completed 
his signing 
and vetoing 
of bills passed 

by the legislature earlier this 
year.  Among the bills vetoed 
was SB 916, which would have 
allowed licensed physicians to 
dispense topical medications 
directly from their offices. 
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Article of Interest

This week, the first trial regarding one of the 1,900 opioid lawsuits 
filed across the country began in Oklahoma.  The lawsuit brought 
by the Oklahoma Attorney General against Johnson & Johnson 
alleges the drug maker contributed to the opioid epidemic that 
killed thousands of Oklahomans. Other manufacturers, including 
Purdue Pharma, were originally named in the lawsuit, but settled 
with Oklahoma prior to the trial. The results of this trial will 
impact the 1,900 similar federal and states opioid lawsuits filed 
across the country.
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Danielle will be in 
Harrisburg, PA on Monday 
for a legislative event.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fn-document-service/file-by-sha384/1bfe9310c9f098be859e0818a2cf8ffde0bf9607944f019eec0cc07e8940c9454452a13679b28243ab696d05767c3f9c
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/27/724093091/this-case-will-set-a-precedent-first-major-opioid-trial-to-begin-in-oklahoma

