
President Obama attended 
the annual National Rx Drug 

Abuse and Heroin Summit last 
week where he spoke about 

the administration’s efforts to 
combat the opioid epidemic. 
He also announced efforts to 

expand drug treatment centers 
and increase use of overdose 
reversal medicine, Naloxone.
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On Monday, 
the United 
States Supreme 
Court denied 
the petition for 
review in Stahl v. 
Hialeah Hospital.  

The case, which argues changes 
to the Florida workers’ comp 
system have eroded benefits to 
the point it is no longer adequate 
and unconstitutional, had made 
its way to the Supreme Court after 
the state Supreme Court declined 
to rule on the case earlier this 
year.  However, other provisions 
of the system have been declared 
unconstitutional this year, 
including caps on attorney’s fees 
and temporary disability benefits.  

Since the Zika virus made 
headlines in Florida earlier this 
year, discussions about possible 
workers’ comp coverage, and 
the uphill battle to get a claim 
accepted, have swirled. Now, 
as two cops have filed workers’ 

comp claims for Zika in Miami, 
it’s becoming clear just how hard 
it could be.  The City of Miami 
Beach issued a statement that to 
file a claim an officer must show 
the infection took place while 
on duty and identify the specific 
infected mosquito, a task claimant 
attorney’s point out is nearly 
impossible.

In the final days of 
the Pennsylvania 
legislative 
session, several 
opioid related 
bills were passed 

and signed into law by Governor 
Wolf on Wednesday.  Among 
the new laws are rules that 
limit opioid prescriptions to a 
7-day fill for minors, requiring 
doctors to consult the PDMP 
before prescribing opioids, and 
a requirement on pharmacies 
to report dispensing of controls 
within 24 hours, something IWP 
already does in all 50 states.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/30/us/politics/obama-steps-upus-effort-to-fightabuse-of-heroin-and-painkillers.html?_r=0
http://news.wgcu.org/post/us-supreme-court-rejects-workers-comp-case
http://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/miami-beach-to-cops-to-get-zika-workers-comp-show-us-specific-mosquito-that-bit-you-8896126
http://www.cpbj.com/article/20161102/CPBJ01/161109950/gov-tom-wolf-signs-off-on-opioidrelated-laws
http://www.cpbj.com/article/20161102/CPBJ01/161109950/gov-tom-wolf-signs-off-on-opioidrelated-laws


The Office 
of Workers’ 
Compensation 
Administration 
released a 
proposed rule 

change following the division’s 
public hearings across the state.  
The proposal amends the medical 
treatment guidelines to account 
for ICD-10 coding and more 
uniform billing.  The Director, 
Judge Kellar, also announced 
efforts to use the administrative 
rule-making process to deal with 
further changes to the treatment 
guidelines, as well as establishing 
an e-filing system.  

The NCCI 
released its 
fall Workers’ 
Compensation 
Issues Report 
this week.  

Among the key findings the report 
states that medical severity has 
decreased for the first time in 
nearly 20 years and paid medical 
costs per claim have decreased 1%. 
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Jayne and Danielle will be in the 
home office next week preparing 
for the 2017 session.
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Where in the U.S.A. 
is Jayne & Danielle?

Questions, Concerns, 
Suggestions? Let Us Know.

Article of Interest

The opioid epidemic has been a big topic of conversation this year in 
legislatures and on the campaign trail.  However, in the last few months, 
as the presidential candidates circle key states, some of which have the 

highest death rates in the opioid epidemic, the topic has faded away. 

http://www.doa.la.gov/osr/REG/1610/1610.pdf
https://www.ncci.com/dfswebvideos/Virtual_Content/IssuesReport-Fall2016/index.html
https://www.ncci.com/dfswebvideos/Virtual_Content/IssuesReport-Fall2016/index.html
https://www.ncci.com/dfswebvideos/Virtual_Content/IssuesReport-Fall2016/index.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/once-the-talk-of-the-primary-opiate-epidemic-fades-from-the-trail-as-death-toll-rises/

