
Challenge
The Campbell Creek Greenway is the latest connection to Mecklenburg County’s 
McAlpine Park Greenway network, increasing the overall trail length to just over five miles. 
The designed path called for six boardwalk structures, some of which crossed several 
utility lines and small streams, complicating foundation placement. The site was also 
narrow in some areas with 100-foot protection barriers, and minimizing impact to the area 
was of utmost importance. 

Four of the boardwalk structures were to be aligned on either side of two truss bridges, 
further complicating the design. Because of the site’s complex design features and 
the area’s popularity, the County wanted to find a durable boardwalk option that could 
withstand high foot traffic on the trail and minimize maintenance needs. 

Solution
McKim & Creed specified timber boardwalks with PermaTrak’s concrete boardwalk system 
as an alternate. Following the bid results, Mecklenburg County chose PermaTrak over 
timber as the cost-competitive and maintenance-free option. Compared directly to timber, 
lack of required maintenance on the six structures will save the county tens of thousands in 
maintenance costs.

McKim & Creed’s engineering team worked with PermaTrak to design two standalone 
boardwalks and four short-run boardwalks, set on either side of the two truss bridges. As a 
turn-key project, PermaTrak took on construction management as well as design.

Good soil conditions at the site allowed for fewer footings than the original timber 
boardwalk design, allowing the foundations supporting PermaTrak’s boardwalks to avoid 
the utility lines and streams. Avoiding the obstacles with the boardwalk foundations saved 
the county on installation costs.

Location: Charlotte, NC
Owner: Mecklenburg County Parks and Recreation
Designer: McKim & Creed; Alta Planning + Design

General Contractor: Eaglewood, Inc. 
Boardwalk Contractor: Crisp & Crisp, Inc.

PROJECT PROFILE

Campbell Creek 
Greenway Extension

877-332-7862  permatrak.com

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

Boardwalk Lengths: 18 ft., 30 ft., 
72 ft., 88 ft., 92 ft., and 136 ft.

Tread Width: 11 ft. 3 in.

Color: Natural Concrete 

Texture: Sandblast

Installation Date: August 2016 

Patented Product: U.S. Patent #5,906,084 #8,302,362 #8,522,505 #8,839,588 #9,096,975


