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Sadlier® School

Important Features of the Redesigned SAT and Vocabulary Workshop®
The redesigned SAT®* tests support a sharper focus on vocabulary. In the SAT Reading 
Test, SAT Writing and Language Test, and SAT Essay, students are presented with 
vocabulary-related challenges such as:

•	 	Determining	the	meaning	of	vocabulary	in	context	with	an	emphasis	 
on Tier Two words and phrases

•	Including	and	analyzing	word	choice	rhetorically

•	 	Improving	the	precision,	concision,	and	context	appropriateness	of	expression

•	Using	language	to	convey	their	own	ideas	clearly	and	carefully	

The information in this Fact Sheet outlines the new features of the redesigned SAT 
tests and identifies where in Vocabulary Workshop, you	will	find	the	needed	exposure	
and practice of these features for your students to prepare for success.

SAT 2016 FAcT SheeT

* SAT is a registered trademark of the College Board, which was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this product.
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SAT Focus	Relevant	Words	in	Context
Students will focus on Tier Two words—“words that are of high utility for mature language users and are 
found	across	a	variety	of	domains”—because	they	appear	frequently	in	written	texts	(but	uncommonly	in	oral	
language)	across	a	wide	range	of	subjects.	The	best	answers	to	questions	can	be	determined	from	context	clues.

Vocabulary Workshop Focus
Reading Passages open each unit of Vocabulary Workshop. At least 15 of the 20 vocabulary words appear in 
each	passage.	Students	read	the	new	words	in	the	context	of	informational	texts	to	activate	prior	knowledge,	
and then apply what they have learned throughout the unit, providing practice in critical-reading skills. Idioms, 
adages,	and	proverbs	used	in	passages	provide	exposure	to	figurative	language.	Students	are	able	to	interpret	
the	meaning	of	relevant	words	and	phrases	in	context	and	/or	analyze	how	word	choice	influences	meaning.

All sample pages come from Vocabulary Workshop, Level E

TO VIEW OR REQUEST A SAMPLE, VISIT www.SadlierSchool.com/VWEE6-12
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SAT Focus  
Analyzing	Word	Choice	Rhetorically
Students focus on how two different uses of a word vary in 
meaning, tone, and overall rhetorical effect. Students should 
be	able	to	analyze	how	word	choice	influences	meaning,	
shapes	mood	and	tone,	reflects	point	of	view,	or	lends	
precision or interest.

Vocabulary Workshop Focus
In Vocabulary Workshop, students determine how the 
selection of specific words and phrases or the use of 
patterns of words and phrases shape meaning and tone in 
text.	Questions	about	tone	show	a	student’s	understanding	
of	the	author’s	attitude	toward	the	subject	of	the	passage.	
Words that describe tone or attitude are “feeling” words. 
Examples	include	indifferent, ambivalent, scornful, 
astonished, respectful. To determine the tone, students 
need	to	pay	attention	to	the	author’s	word	choice.	The	
author’s	attitude	may	be	positive	(respectful), negative 
(scornful), or neutral (ambivalent).

SAT Focus Critical Reading
Vocabulary	words	will	appear	in	the	context	of	science	
and social studies passages. These are words and phrases 
used	widely	in	college	and	career	texts,	the	meaning	of	

which	depends	on	how	they’re	used	in	particular	
situations.	Students	will	need	to	use	the	context	
clues they find in passages to determine the 
precise meaning of words and phrases that the 
author intended.

Vocabulary Workshop Focus
Vocabulary for Comprehension is designed to 
help students prepare for the critical-reading 
section. Students read a nonfiction passage on 
a grade-appropriate science or social studies 
topic	and	then	answer	vocabulary-in-context	and	
comprehension	questions	related	to	the	texts.

TO VIEW OR REQUEST A SAMPLE, VISIT

www.SadlierSchool.com/VWEE6-12
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SAT Focus	Improving	Precision,	Concision,	and	Appropriateness	of	Expression
Students are required to focus on the use of words carefully and with purpose to improve precision and concision.

Vocabulary Workshop Focus
In Vocabulary Workshop, students are asked to choose the word that best completes the sentence. The word choices 
students make should be based on precision, concision, and sentence meaning.

TO VIEW OR REQUEST A SAMPLE, VISIT www.SadlierSchool.com/VWEE6-12

Vocabulary Workshop, Level E
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SAT Focus	Using	Language	to	Convey	Their	Own	Ideas	Clearly	and	Carefully
Students	are	required	not	only	to	derive	information	and	ideas	from	a	text	but	also,	in	some	cases,	to	identify	the	
portion	of	the	text	that	serves	as	the	best	evidence	for	the	conclusions	they	reach.

Vocabulary Workshop Focus
In the Writing: Words in Action section, students closely read the introductory passage again with unit words 
embedded,	and	write	different	text	types	in	response	to	the	prompts.	Students	need	to	show	their	understanding	
of	the	information	and	ideas	in	the	passages,	and	analyze	the	text	rhetorically.	Students	also	need	to	incorporate	
substantive information, ideas, and evidence from the graphics and passages in their writing.

TO VIEW OR REQUEST A SAMPLE, VISIT www.SadlierSchool.com/VWEE6-12
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order online http://SchoolStore.Sadlier.com
email  CustomerService@Sadlier.com
phone  800-221-5175
fax  212-312-6080

Contact your local Sadlier Educational Consultant
www.SadlierSchool.com/FindMyRep


